
 

   

 

 

 

I Corinthians 13 is often referred to as the love chapter of the 

Bible. Wherein people say accurately that love is indefinable, 

the Apostle Paul lists fifteen evidences of its existence: via 

both positive and negative indicators of its presence or lack 

thereof. Notice that the word for love agape could be 

exchanged for òJesus,ó as He perfectly embodied all of the 

characteristics in this study that will follow via His sinless life.  

Contextually, chapter 13 is sandwiched in-between two 

chapters of instruction by Paul to the Church at Corinth who, 

in their carnality, emphasized the practice of certain spiritual 

gifts over-and-above the necessary prominence one need place 

on love. Paul reasons that love is preeminent to all. Of special 

note are the love-defining verbs that follow under the second 

outline point: òThe Elements of Love.ó All 15 are in the 

present continuous tense òdenoting actions and attitudes 

which have become habitual, ingrained gradually by constant 

repetition.ó1 Those defining characteristics of love are worthy 

of constant review and practice, especially with our spouses, 

family members, office staff and professional colleagues. Akin 

to driving a car, these should become habitual responses in 

oneõs life even though they are more difficult to cultivate than 

the former illustration. However, before examining the 

fundamental aspects germane to objective love, Paul first 

emphasizesñand appropriately soñthe superiority of love. 

 

In these three opening verses, Paul makes three stark 

comparisons in order to underscore the incomparability of 

love. These introductory remarks exclaim the dominance of 

love as a virtue over all other character traits. It is important, 

motivational and insightful to note that the three comparisons 

are related to qualities necessary from a human perspective for one 

to continually exist in the capitol community! One need 

possess speaking skills, leadership and self-sacrifice. As critical 

as those are, possessing loveñfrom a godliness perspectiveñ

is of greater importance! The first comparison in verse one is 

to a personõs oratory abilitiesé  

 



 

 

 

 

Oneõs love for others is more important than their speaking 

abilities. The metaphorical meaning of one becoming a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal relates to empty philosophizing. 

Someone who knows and exclaims all the right answers but 

has no love is akin to the Church of Ephesus as described in 

Revelation 2:1-7. That church had all the right doctrine but 

had lost their love for God.  Proverbs 3:3 summarizes the 

necessary virtues a legislator need possess both in being a 

herald of truth and a man or woman of love: òDo not let 

kindness and truth leave you; Bind them around your neck, 

Write them on the tablet of your heart.ó Solomonõs use of the 

word neck and heart bespeak of both love (kindness) and 

truth as being a part of oneõs outward and inward adornment. 

The meaning of the Hebrew word for heart leb includes the 

aspects of oneõs intellect, emotion and will. The mature 

believer possesses love and truth simultaneously in full 

measure. The loving legislator, because their priorities are 

straight, is neither inwardly nor outwardly a noisy gong or 

clanging cymbal--even when he or she heralds the truth on 

the floor, there should be bookends of love. 

 

It is not a stretch to interpret the second verse of chapter 13 to 

be a statement of the primacy of love over leadership. A 

legislator who knows the Word of God, who is 

knowledgeable of all the policy issues and possesses faithñ

visionary leadership for his or her partyõs futureñwho 

possesses not a love for people, Scripture states emphatically 

herein is nothing. The phrase so as to remove mountains is 

a Pauline hyperbolic2 expression (as will also be seen in verse 

7) intended to convey and emphasize the meaning òto make 

what seems impossible possible.ó3 One may be a great leader, 

or an up-and-coming great leader in American governmentñ

one who may be able to achieve what others deem impossible, 

a man or woman of great faithñbut forget not that it is more 

important to love people, especially those who have nothing 

to do with accomplishing oneõs leadership objectives. 

 

For sure, one who gives sacrificially of time, talent and 

treasure is to be exalted above the lazy and uncommitted that 

do not. But in comparison to love, sacrificial qualities are of 

lesser significance. In fact a life of personal sacrifice for oneõs 

cause will profit  nothing when all is said and done in eternity. 

One is woefully deficient who lacks love.  

Life in the capitol, in the community, or in the home without 

love is nothing oudeis meaning ònothing at all.ó How are you 

doing as a preeminently loving personña lover of people and 

especially your mate? What follows are the biblically-objective 

indications of love; they should help to answer the above 

question more realistically, versus analyzing subjective feelings 

that may or may not accurately reflect oneõs real love quotient. 

 

 

Paul proceeds to describe the characteristic elements of loveõs 

non-existence (after stating love is patient and kind , the 

following seven on his inspired-by-God list state what love is 

not) to loveõs existence (what love is).  After briefly examining 

and defining these fifteen virtues, Colossians 3:12-14 will be 

reviewed for additional insights relative to the emotional 

aspects of love. 

 
 

Literally òsuffers long.ó  This first characteristic is the ability to 

be taken advantage of by a person many times and not be 



 

 

 

 

upset. The root word means òto persevere.ó James uses this 

same Greek word in describing the attitudinal response of the 

prophets of old whose words went unheeded by their peers 

(cf. Ja. 5:8ff.). 

 
 

The counterpart to longsuffering, it means òto show ones self 

mild.ó This characteristic is a willingness to give to another, 

including oneõs enemies, to be mild and slow in avenging. The 

Greek root means òone desires and works for anotherõs 

welfare.ó It is the idea of good will, generous responses and 

actions, in contradistinction to holding onto past bad 

memories and thence being bothered by another in the future 

(aka òhe or she gets on my nervesó). 

 

Literally the root means òearnestly desire.ó Contextually, 

jealousy is similar to covetousness as used here; it is a desire 

to have what another possesses.  To the contrary, Scripture 

commands us to, òrejoice with those who rejoiceó (Rom. 

12:15). Choose to be glad for those who haveñbe they more 

talented, successful, popular or beautifulñversus envious. 

 
 

Literally òto talk conceitedly.ó The mature in Christ have 

forgotten about self-importance.  Center on others, not self. 

òLet another praise you and not your own mouth, a stranger 

and not your own lipsó (Proverbs 27:2). Further, be 

characterized by asking another sincere questions (cultivate 

personal curiosity), talking little about self.  

 
 

Literally, òto puff or blow up.ó William Carey who translated 

the Bible into 34 languages was once put down in a banquet.  

An arrogant man said to him, òMr. Carey, I understand that 

you were once a shoemaker?ó Carey replied, òI was not a 

shoemaker, only a shoe repairman!ó  Strive to be big-hearted, 

not bigheaded. Make it a habit to play-down self in the 

presence of others. òPride goes before destruction, and a 

haughty spirit before stumblingó (Proverbs 16:18), 

reciprocally, òGodégives grace to the humbleó (Ja. 4:6). 

 
 

This is the characteristic of someone who cares so little for 

others around them that they act carelessly, rudely or 

impolitely, maybe even crudely. It is a lack of sensitivity for 

others. Always display respect for another regardless of their 

position or ability to assist in your objectives. 

 
 

Jesus òdid not come to be served, but to serveó (Mt. 20:28).  

Be occupied with others needs, not yours. òDo nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 

one another as more important than yourselvesó (Phil. 2:3). 

Are your mateõs objectives more important to you than your 

own? 

 
 

Literally òto irritate, arouse to anger.ó Love guards against 

being upset, irritated or angered. Remember, love is kind. A 

person who is intent on having their own way is easily 

provoked when he or she is denied what they want.5  

 
 

The Greek has the idea of not òledgeringó of the wrongs 

someone has done and keeping a log. To the contrary, 

Chrysostom remarked that a wrong done against love is like a 

spark that falls into the sea and is extinguished forever. 

Blatantly lacking in euphemistic prose, I call this concept, 

òflushing the toilet.ó Do not engender in oneõs self a memory 

akin to an elephant. 

 
 

Isaiah warns, òWoe to those who call evil good, and good eviló 

(5:20).  It is not loving to sacrifice truth. One should not 

applaud the presence of sin in another. The biblical concept of 

love is not emotional sentimentality devoid of truth. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Love cares that what another believes is truthful. It is not 

loving to allow another to be hurt by lies, since what one 

believes (and then acts upon) is determinative to personal, 

familial and national destinies. It follows that love does not 

rejoice with erroneous thinking.6 

 

The following remaining four elements of love are stated with 

hyperbole, a genre or literary device incorporated by the 

Apostle that is intended to exaggerate to make a point. (See 

endnote #2). The repetition of all things therefore relates to 

all things within the confines of Godõs righteousness, will and 

tolerance. 

 

Literally òto coveró. òLove covers a multitude of sinsó (cf. 

Prov. 10:12; 1 Peter 4:8). One can measure their love for 

another as to how quickly he or she is willing and apt to 

forgive and forget: To move-on relative to anotherõs faults. 

Psalm 103:12 states of Godõs nature, and hopefully the 

believerõs actions, òAs far as the east is from the west, So far 

has He removed our transgressions from us.ó Be forgiving and 

forgetful. 

 
 

Love trusts, it is confident; it isnõt suspicious or cynical. Love 

trusts even after past hurts for having trusted.  It is better to 

trust and be hurt again than to end up living life alone. 

 

Literally òto anticipate with pleasure.ó Jesus took not Peterõs 

failure as final.  The believer continues to hope that sinners 

will someday turn from their sin and that believers will 

someday mature in Christ-likeness, for to lose hope is 

equivalent herein to losing love. òI am confident of this very 

thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it 

until the day of Christ Jesusó Stated Paul in Philippians 1:6. 

Remember, òas long as Godõs grace is operative, human failure 

is never final.ó  

 

This Greek word was used of an army that held its position no 

matter what the cost.  Love holds fast to the one it loves. It 

will stand against all opposition. 
 

 

Colossians 3:12-14 speaks to the passions of love:  

In light of all the perfect and sacrificial love Jesus Christ has 

displayed to and for the world (John 3:16) God expects 

nothing less in response from His followers. Heart of 

compassion splagchnon oiktirmos speaks of the seat of 

emotions. These elements of Godõs supernatural love are 

poured out via the indwelling Holy Spirit in the life of the 

believer. Importantly that is to say this: all of the elements of 

love presently exist in the believerõs heart (cf. Eph. 1:3; Col. 

2:10; 2 Pe. 1:3-4). It isnõt a matter of gaining them; it is a 

matter of appropriating them!  

The elements and passions of love, listed in Corinthians and 

Colossians, are characteristic ingredients of the truly redeemed, 

and they should naturally flow forth in and from the life of the 

Spirit-filled follower of Christ. 

 

Love is permanent.  It is an attribute of God, which means it 

never withers or decays. The believer should view this as a 

communicable attribute from God which He desires be 

present and active in the life of every believer. Likened to 

Jesus we need possess eternal, unfailing, ever-present love! 

Never failing love! May these virtues be increasingly unfolding 


