MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY

TO: LEGISLATORS

Next week is the beginning of summer recess.
Among other things, it represents an opportunity to
refocus on one’s priorities, an opportunity to
rebalance your life. Take deliberate advantage of
that. My prayer for you is this: It will be a time of
reflection and readjustment wherein the tyranny of
the urgent is of lesser reality. Now is a time to ponder
your marriage. In a world where most members
commute, this should represent a period wherein you
concentrate on your spouse. Accordingly, let us
examine the biblical ingredients of love. Choose
several from the list that follows—areas where perbaps
you are babitually deficient—and determine a plan
of empbasis and implementation during these
upcoming weeks when hopefully you’ll be together
more. See if you can improve your marriage in
someway before reconvening, before the all-
consuming push toward the fall elections. This is a
time beloved when you need to shift gears. Let me see
if I can belp you with some biblical insights to make
the most of that....
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which have become habitual, ingrained gradually by constal
r e p e tlirhosedefimingdcharacteristics lof’e are worthy

of constant review arutactice, especially with our spouses,
family members, office staff and professional colleédsires.

to driving a car, these sholldcone habitual responses in
oneds | if e e meradifficult o cufivatdham e y
the former illustration However, before examining the
fundamental aspects germane to objettive Paul first
emphasizésand appropriately 8ahe superiority dbve.

l. THE ESSENTIALITY OF LOVE 13:1-3

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but do not bave love, I have become a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I bave the gift of
propbecy, and know all mysteries and all
knowledge; and if I bave all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but do not bave love, I am nothing. 3
And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor,
and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not
bave love, it profits me nothing.

In these three openingerses Paul makes threstark
comparisonsn order tounderscorghe incomparabilityof

| Corinthians 13s oftenreferred to as the love chapter of théove. These introductory remarks exclaim dbminanceof
Bible. Wherein peopkayaccuratelyhat love is indefinable love as a virtue over all other charattits. It isimportant,
the Apostle Paul liststétn evidences of its existence: vidnotivational and insightftd note that the three comparisons

both positive ah negative indicators of its prese or lack

thereof Notice that the word folove agapecould be
ex changed @b baperféctlyemhodiedll of the
characteristida this studyhat will followwiaHis sinless life.

arerelatetb qualities neceseamya human perspectifgd one

to continually existn the capitol communltyOne need
possess speaking skiladership and salcrificeAs critical

as those are, possessavgfi from a godliness perspediive

is of greater importancEhe first comparison in verse one is

Contextually chapter 13is sandwiched -bpetween two to a persof oratory abities
chapters of instruction by Paul to the Church at Corinth who,

in their carnality, emphasized the pracificgertain spiritual
gifts overandabove the necessarpminencene ned place
on love. Paul reasorthatlove is preeminent to alDf special
note are the loveefining verbs that follownder the second
outline point:0The Elements of Lowe Ab are in the
present continuous tense

A. LOVE OVER ORATION 13:1

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,
but do not bave love, I have become a noisy gong
or a clanging cymbal.

odenoting actions and atti
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On eldvs for others is more important than their speakindnd if I give all my possessions to feed the poor,

abilitiesThe metaphorical meaningoofebecoming anoisy

and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not

gong or aclanging cymbalrelates to empty philosophizing.bave love, it profits me nothing.

Someone who knovend exclaimall the right answers but

has ndove is akin to the Church of Ephesus as describedf®r sure, ne who gives sacrificially of time, talent and

Revelation 2:1. That church dd all the right doctrine but

treasure is to be exalted abihneelazy and uncommittéuht

had lost theilove for God. Proverbs 3:3 summarizes thedo not.But n comparisono love, sacrificialjualitiesare of

necessaryirtuesa legislator need possésgh in being a
herald of truth and a man or womanlmfe: oDo

lessessignificancdn fact a life of personal sacrifice for@®ne

n Gayse wilbgofit nothing when all is said and ddnesternity.

kindness and truth leave you; Bind them around your néeRre is woefully deficient whazks love.

Write them on the tablet of your heart. o6 Solomonds us

word neck and heart bespeak oboth love (kindnessyand “LOVE IS THE 'ND]SPENSIBLE ADDITION

truth asbeing a part of @6 s  oandinward atlornment. WHICH ALONE GIVES WORTH TO ALL

The meaning of thédebrew word foheart lebincludes the OTHER CHRISTIAN GIFTS."

aspectsof o n eiftedlect, emotion and will. The mature o o _

believer possessedove and truth simultaneously irfull  Lifein the capitolin the communityr in the homevithout
because theirrifige are loveisnothingoudeime ani ng O Mblawlaieywyg a't

measure.The loving legislator,
straight, is neither inwardly nor outwagllgoisy gong or
clanging cymbal-evenwhen he or shkeraldghe truthon
the floor, there should lb@okends ofove.

B. LOVE OVER LEADING 13:2

And if I bave the gift of propbecy, and know all
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I bave all
faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have
love, I am notbhing.

It is not a stretch to interpret the second versbhayfter 13 to
be a statement of the primaafylove over leadershipA
legislator who knows the Word of God, who
knowledgeableof all the policy issues and possdasbsi
Vi sionary | eader ship ffwho

is

doing as areeminently loving persoraloverof people and
especially your mawhat follows are the biblicadiigjective
indications ofove; they should help to answiee above
guestiormore realisticallyersusanalyzingubjective feelings
that may or may n cetllovaqudiantt a t

Il THE ELEMENTS OF LOVE

A. FROM 1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-7

Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous;
love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not
act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not
provoked, does not take into account a wrong
suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but

TRiqicgs wighthe trpugh; 7 begrs ¢lhthings believgs ¢ e

possesses notlave for people Scripturestates emphatically ## things, bopes all things, endures all things.

hereinis nothing. The phraseo as to remove mountaings

a Pauline hyperbdliexpression (as will also be seen in verse®

and N ?s}%a%c%afte% statlnplﬂvg |30|%a§|e6{1t qnd ind, Bh? o

ntended to

seems

7) [ convey

what

a man or woman of grdatthii butforgetnot thatit is more

importantto love people, especially those who have nothi

to do with accomplishing o

C. LOVE OVER SELF-SACRIFICE 13:3

——
N

i mpQAne way bd aegregt keaﬂjexrfl
or an upandcoming great leader in American goverriiment
one who may be able to achieve what others deem |mpossaﬂl((j—:

Paul proceeds to describe t

oll ngseveron his inspireeby-G t statew Iovels
ogtol 0 vegigiesncéwhatlove ig. After brlefly examining

defininghese fifteen virtues, Colossians-34L®vill be
reviewed for additional insightslative tothe emotional

r%SpeCtS dbve.

1. Love is patient makrothumeo
Litesaf i &r Bhis firdichagactdristiis the ability to
be taken advantage of by a person many times and not |

'
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upsetThe r oot wor d mdamnessuses thisprepeace ofeother® ®r © de goes before

sameGreek word in describing the attitudinal response of thaughty spirit befr e stumblingod (F
prophets of old whose words went unheeded by their peersc i procal ly, o0Godégldavues gr a
(cf. Ja. 5:8ft.)

6. Love does not act unbecomingly aschemoneo

2. Love is kind chresteuomai This is the characteristic of someone who cares so little fc
The counterpart to longsuffering, i me ans 0 tsaff ®thesswaroond etisem that they azelessly, rudely or
mi | This éharacteristic &willinghessto give to aniier, impolitely, mybe even crudely.is a lack of sensitivity for
including oneds enemi esThe t athers.Alwaysidisgly reapeda forsahother regandless wfetheig
Greek root meansoone desire and work f o r a n opoditienrodability tessist in your objectives
welfaréd It is theidea of good will, generous responses and
actions, in contradistinction toholding onto past bad
memoriesand thence being bothered by anoitndne future
(akadhe or she gets on my negjes

7. Love does not seek its own zeteo heautou
Jesus o0did not come to be
Be occupied with others needs, notyau3.o not hi n
3. Love is not jealous zeloo selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regar
Literally the root Caontexualy, OfNearanneostthieyr @e&s imog .es (Phihp:d).r t
jealousyis similar to covetousness usedhere;it is a desire Ar e your mated6s objectives
to have what another ggesses. To the contrargriBure own?
commands wus to, orejoice with those who reioiced (F
12:15)Choose to b glad for those whuavé be theymore

) 8. Love is not provoked paroxuno
talented, wccessful, popular or beaufifersus envious. p b

Literallyo t o tier, r iatrao u sle®ve guardsaagains r
being upset, irritated or angerBdmemberpve is kind. A

4. Love does not brag perpereuomai person who is intent on having their own way is easiI)
Literally o0t oThet matute incChristchave Prevakedwhen he or she is denied what theywant.
forgotten about selfnportance. Centam others, not self.
OLet another praise yougeanhn.u ) S
and n ot you rProyembw rQ?)ZIFd;rthes, dng ( 9- ﬁZﬁrZ;iZgi’Z:nZke into account a wrong
characterized bgskinganothersincere questions (cultlvateThe Greekhas the idea dthe wongs o

personaturiosity)ialkinglittie about self. someone has donand keepinga log To the contrary
Chrysostom remarked that a wrong done adiawess like a

THINK WHEN APPROACHING spark that fal into the sea and is extinguished forever.
CONVERSATION, Blatantly dckingin euphemistic prose, dall thisconcept,
“WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM THIS 0f 1 ushi ndomnoheagender inl etn.adhesnorg e |
PERSON?” VERSUS akin toan elephant.

“HOW CAN I IMPRESS THIS PERSON?”

. . 10. Love does not rejoice in unrighteousness
5. Love is not arrogant phusioo adikia

Li t'er'al Iy, otvmlllalpn(Daréywrwnr'anﬂddtedlwsauipa.ho warns, oWoe to those
the Bible into 34 languages was once put down in a ban .e§0). [t isnot loving to sacrifice trutfOne shouldnot

An arrogant man said toath iaﬁrblaudﬁ’e'}élr%s‘ence sthin gnYJthe.rTIHe biHIi@aPlc‘cnsnrce?)ttofg1 n

you were onceCaa e.g h o ezrpa,Ii e""rdi?o\?eiso_nlot enfbfioRal s@nﬁﬂentaﬁty devoid of truth.
shoemaker, onlyssh oe r epai r manHeated, Stri ve to be biTg

not bigheadedMake it a habit to pladown self in the

——
W
| —
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11. Love rejoices with the truth aletheia THESE FIFTEEN VIRTUES MAY SEEM
Love cares thatvhat another believes is truthfid.is not SOMEWHAT MECHANICAL. THEY WILL
loving to allow another to be hurt by lies, sinkat wne e
believes(and thenacts upoin is determinativeo personal,
familial andnationaldestinieslt follows thatlove does not
rejoice with erroneous thinking.

Colossians 3:4%4 speaks to the passiondase:

Thefollowing remaininépur elements dbve are stated with B. -

hyperbole, a genre or literary devimorporated by the

Apostle that isntended to exaggerate to make a p(Hete

endnote #2). The repetition afl things thereforerelats to

all thingswithi n t he confines of Godds righteousness, wil/ an
tolerance.

12. Love bears all things stego
Literall yolLotvee acowerré. a multitude of sinso6 (cf.
Prov. 10:121 Peter 4)80ne can measure thédave for
another as to how quickly he or she is willing andoapt
forgive and faget: To moven r el ati ve to anotherodos faults.
Psalm 103: 12 states of G drdlighs of atithetparfieat and sacrifidiaVelesys €firigt Ihds y
beli ever 6s atleeasts frosm the wesh So fadr adisplayedto and for the world (John 3:16§50d expects
has He remad our transgressiofiem u s Bedorgiving and nothing less in response from His followedgart of
forgetful. compassion splagchnon oiktirrepsaks of the seat of
emotions. These el ements o]
) ) ' poured out via the indwelling Holy Spirit in the life of the
13. Love believes all things pisteuo believerimportantly that is to say.thii; @f the elements of

Lovet rusts, it is confidlowet;,dlcligiPiine UB&I CLPEP6 n&EY

trusts even after past hurts Faving trusted It is better to 2:10:2 Pe. 1:3).1 t s not a1 itt iar c

trust and be hurt again thanéad uplivinglife alone matter of appropriating them!

14. Love bopes all things elpizo The elements angassions ofove, listed inCorinthians and

Literally oto aftisaisp a&toe kmﬁﬂlf@ﬁ'anﬂf’?e%%t%@g inggedients of the truly redeemec
failure as final.The believer continues tmpe that sinners 2nd they should naturally flow forth in and from the life of the
will someday turn from their send that believers will Spiritfilled follower of Christ.

somedaymature in Christlikeness for to lose hope is

equivalent herein to lositgve. 0O | am confident of this very

thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it

unt il t he d a fatedFaul i@ Philippsans 1:6.e s us 6

Remembserl,onmg as Godds gr ac eoyki§pefiBritit. aitid a¥ SttributB & BGNwhithAsiad U !
isnevef i nal . 6 never withers or decayhe believer should view this as a
communicable attributtom God which He desirebe
npresent and active in the life of every believer. Likened t
Pesus we need possess eternal, unfailingaresantiove!
Never failindove! May thesirtuesbeincreasing unfolding

15. Love endures all things bupomeno
This Greek word as used of an army that held its position
matter what the costLove holds fast to the one ldves It
will stand against all opposition.
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