
 

   

 

 

Nehemiah was the cupbearer for King Artaxerxes who ruled 

Babylon during the time of Israelõs exile. Nehemiah had been 

born in captivity and he hadnõt ever been to or seen his 

homeland of Palestine. In the OT book bearing his name, he 

requests that the King grant him permission to go to Jerusalem 

and rebuild the walls of the city. In that the King had already 

granted Israel the right to return to their homeland years 

earlier, due to a lack of leadership the vast majority of the Jews 

didnõt return, instead they lamented their very existence, living 

a defeated life in Babylon.  

Nehemiah is a common man who is used by God to restore a 

nation to her greatness. Accordingly there are many parallels 

for a political leader in America. God uses an ordinary person 

to achieve great things for His glory (cf. 1 Cor. 1:26-29). 

Nehemiah is much more than a physical story about brick and 

mortar; it is a story of a nationõs spiritual revival.  What does 

Nehemiah teach about the ingredients of a nationõs revival?  In 

that the word òrevivaló is somewhat old fashion and conjures 

up images of big white tents with sweaty preachers, it is better 

I think to refer to the subject this way:  What does Nehemiah 

chapter eight indicate are the ingredients necessary to fuel a 

movement for Christ in our nationõs capital? Studying the 

passage, there are at least five parts to an explosive, high-

octane nation-changing fuel mixture. Read on. 

In chapter eight of Nehemiah the walls of Jerusalem had 

already been reconstructed via the brilliant leadership of 

Nehemiah. Attempts to accomplish this prior had failed. But 

Nehemiah stood through great adversity (we will do a study on 

this in Chapter six some day) and finished the task. The above 

scripture passage indicates what happened next:  



 

 

 

 

Ezra was now an old man. Years earlier he had led a similar 

attempt to rebuild the walls, but as this text reveals, his 

giftedness lay more in proclaiming the Word of God than 

perhaps governing people. Of importance to note in this 

passage is that the people asked him to bring them the Book 

of the Law, the Pentateuch (the first five books of the OT). 

This is a good sign, when people finally realize their need for 

Godõs strength in their lives; such comes when failures are 

mounting. Note too that the bringing  of The Book occurred 

in the public square for all to hear, i.e. in front of the water 

gate.2 Their response to The Book was Amen! Amen! (v. 6). 

òThis is an affirmation of their submission to the authority of 

Scripture.ó3 Their bowing low in verse 6 is a further 

indication of their adoration and sense of prominence for The 

Book in their personal and corporate life. 

The story is told of an immigrant from India, speaking to an 

Englishman in his best English regarding a revival in his town, 

òWe are having a rebible here!ó he said.  That is in essence what 

a revival is: borne from adversity, it starts with the dusting off 

of Godõs Word in oneõs life. 

Notice from this passage that the people were attentive and 
actually stood up when Ezra preached from The Book. In 
fact they stood for six hours every day as he expounded Godõs 
Wordñthatõs how hungry they were! Hebrews 4:12 in the NT 
states some amazing things about the miraculous power of the 
Bible: 

 

 

Scripture is living  and active. This is not like any other book 

in your study. It is able to judge and transform oneõs 

thoughts and intentions. Therein are the precursors for life 

change. The attributes of Holy Writ are further illuminated in 

2 Timothy 3:16-17: 

 

 

Are you hungry for Godõs Word? It is the God-designed 

transforming agent for oneõs life. Apart from a commitment to 

it, oneõs life will not change for the better as age sets in. Apart 

from it, our nation will not change for the better. Join a 

biblically-solid Bible-teaching church in your district and the 

Members Bible Study on the Hill and get serious about 

Godõs Word today! A movement for Christ starts with a 

hunger for Scripture. Earnestly pray that God would give you 

such an unquenchable appetite. 

 

Notice Ezraõs perspective: The LORD the great God. If 

oneõs view of God is small that means their perspective on His 

power and transcendence, His ability and solutions to 

problems is not even considered. One who has a great 

understanding of God possesses visceral convictions regarding 

His omnipotence, His might, His splendor and holiness. 

Theirs is a God who can be trusted for personal 

empowerment to achieve the impossible, to sustain the weary 

and to accomplish mighty and great things! This is the kind of 

person God uses to change a nation. Notice how Isaiah 

viewed God: 

Isaiah 40:31 is a passage most believers know and quote: òYet 

those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength; they will 

mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get 



 

 

 

 

tired, they will walk and not become weary.ó But examine the 

context! Verse 31 follows verses 15-26 listed previously! The 

strength promised here is reserved only for those who have a 

view of God similar to Isaiahõs view of God: He is great! The 

Hebrew word for wait quvah refers to contemplating and 

meditating on His invisible attributes, His eternal power and 

His divine strength (cf. Rom. 1:20). òThe believer who is given 

power from God is the believer who has this perception of 

God.ó4 What separates the men from the boys in spiritual 

maturation and effective serviceñespecially national 

reformationñis if or not one profoundly realizes that they 

serve an awesome God. A movement for Christ starts with an 

awesome attitude toward God. 

 

Notice the repetition of the concept to understand the Word 

of God. Ezra was translating the Scriptures so that they could 

understand and make appropriate application to their lives. It 

had been over 1,000 years since Moses penned the Pentateuch. 

The Hebrew dialectñthat is to say the meaning of Hebrew 

words, had changed while the Jews were in exile in a foreign-

influencing culture. Illustratively, the English language changes 

over time. (I greatly enjoy teasing my British friends who insist 

they speak the òKingõs Englishó�- ). òSince the people had 

lived in a foreign country all of their lives, they had lost some 

of their ability to understand Hebrew.ó5 There was a necessity 

and value for having a teacher of the Word. The word insight 

sakal means òto be wise or prudent, to have discernment.ó   

 

In Ephesians 4:12-13 Paul states that òHe gave someéas 

pastor-teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

service.ó In Romans 10:15 he reasons, òAnd how will they 

hear without a preacher?ó Such teamwork of expositors and 

legislators is necessary to fuel a vigilantñversus insouciant6ñ

movement for Christ in the nationõs capitol today. 

 

This passage concludes by underscoring the effectiveness of a 

good Bible teacher relative to the course of a country. The 

more someone knows what the Word teaches, the more 

convicting it becomes. Why? Because it enters into and affects 

increasingly larger areas of oneõs being. As one becomes a 

student of the Word, it stimulates accompanying growth. One 

cannot live at peace with increasingly high beliefs and 

unchanging low practices. The result is conscience-disturbing 

guilt. Therefore one will either lower/eliminate their scriptural 

absorption to accommodate their sinful practices, or be forced 

to change those practices! The Word has this effect on people: 

It creates conviction, and hopefully that conviction leads to a 

genuine sorrow over sin, which leads to repentance, growth, 

renewal and maturity. 1 John 1:8 & 9 state this idea: 


