MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY

TO: LEGISLATORS

As we celebrate our nation’s 234" anniversary
during recess, it is no secret that America is
increasingly declining at an alarming rate. The
macro indicators of this are all around us: Economic
runaway debt, declining business ethics, a band-
cuffed military, a socialist-leaning education system,
and bistorically unmatched environmental pollution.
With no motives for casting blame, the objective
indicators are that we are a nation that is headed
down the wrong road. On the present course it is only
a matter of time until our nation collapses.

The greatest need of our nation is not over the
counter drug store remedies, it is beart surgery. All of
the aforementioned indicators flow from weak people
who know not the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Our country desperately needs strong and courageous
individuals who are empowered from on bigh. What
does the Bible have to say about the decline and
restoration of a nation?

INTRODUCTION

Neheniah was the cupbearer for KiAgaxerxesvho ruled
Babylon during thtme ofl sr ael 6s exi |l e
born in captivity and he

homeland of Palestine. In the OT book bearing his name, g de for the purpose...
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up images of big white tents with sweaty preathersetter

| think to refer tothe subjecthis way: What doésehemiah
chaptereightindicate arghe ingredients necessaryfuela
movement for C hsrcap#tal? Siudyingaher
passagethere are at leafive parts toan explosivehigh
octanenatiorrchanginduel mixture. Read on

l. A HUNGER FOR SCRIPTURE

Nebemiah 8:1-5 And all the people gathered as
one man at the square which was in front of
the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe
to bring the book of the law of Moses which the
LORD bad given to Israel. 2 Then Ezra the
priest brought the law before the assembly of
men, women, and all who could listen with
understanding, on the first day of the seventh
month. 3 And be read from it before the
square which was in front of the Water Gate
from early morning until midday, in the
presence of men and women, those who could
understand;_and all the people were attentive

- to DhB Bo%lénd f‘hg lab) 3 0Und Bzvdthe scribe

stoBd} & %ooﬁe% Bddiuhh Wwhilh thePbad " S €
.5 And Ezra opened the

requests that the King gr&wm permission to go to Jerusalenyook in the sight of all the people for be was
and rebuild the walls of the city. In that the King had alrea}jjund,ng above all tbepeople and when be
granted Israel the right to return to their homeland yeaened it, all the people stood up.

earlier, due to a lack of leadership the vast majority of the Jews

d i dretdn, instead thégmented their very existence, livingn chapter eight of Nehemiah the walls of Jerusalem ha

a defeated life in Babylon.

alreadybeen reconstructed via the brilliant leadership of
Nehemiah. Attempts to accomplish this prior had failed. Bu

Nehemiah is a common man who is used by God to restogehemiah stood through great asitg ve will do a study on
nation to her greatness. Accordingly there are many paraf@iSin Chaptesixsome day) and finished the task. The above
for a political leader in Ameri€od uses an ordinary personscripture passage indicates what happened next:

to achiee great things for His glory (cf. 1 Cor.-226

NEHEMIAH, THE POLITICAL LEADER TEAMED

Nehemiah is much more than a physical story about brick andyTH EZRA, THE SPIRITUAL LEADER, TO LEAD

mortar;i t is a story of
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Ezra was now an old man. Years earlier he had led a sidlaryouhungr y f or 1G9 thedGoddasigned ?
attempt to rebuild the walls, but as this text reveals, tnémsformingagent o r lidenApadtfsom acommitment to
giftedness lay more in proclaiming the Word of God théno n difé will not change for the betteragge sets irApart
perhaps governing peoplef importance to note in this from it, our nation will not chander the better Join a
passage is that the pkogsked him tbring them the Book  biblicallysolid Bibleteachingchurch in your district aritie
of the Law, the Pentateuch (the first five baokf the OT). Members Bible Studyon the Hilland get serious about
This is a good sign, when people finally realize their needGar d 6 s tddayrAdmovement for Christ starts with a
Godds strength in their | ihungesfor ScsiptuoEarnestly prey that @&dd evould dive ol
mounting Note too that thdvringing of The Book occurred such an unquenchallgpetite
in the public square for all to hear,in front of the water
gate2 Their response téhe Book wasAmen! Amen!(v. 6) Il AN AWESOME ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD
OThisis an affirmation of their submission to the authority of
Scr i pTheir bowidg low in verse 6 is a further Nebemiab 8:6 Then Ezra blessed the LORD the
indication of theiadoration and sense of prominencdfe  87eat God. And all the people answered,
Book in their personal and corporate life. "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their bands;

then they bowed low and worshiped the LORD
The story is told ofraimmigrantrom India, speaking to an With their faces to the ground.
Englishman in his best English regarding a revival in his town, . _
dWe are havingrabible e r he sai That is in essence whatNOtic€Ez 1 a8s  pEne EQRP dhe igreae God If
a revival ishorne from adversitit, starts with the dustingoff ©N€06s vi ew of God is small
ofGod s Waegifd.si n power and transcendence, His ability and solutions t

problems is not even considered. One who has a gre:
Notice from this passage that the people attzative and understanding of Ggabssesses visceral convictions regarding
actuallystood up when Ezra preached frofthe Book. In. His omnipotence, His ight, His sfendor and holiness.

facttheystoodf or si x hours every fhay i9a do8 WA R Ude difusted Grord geSonal
Wordh t hsahbwd hungry they were! Hebrews 4:12 in the I\FT
of t
a

tat me amazing thi bout the mi | rnogowerment to achieve the impossible, to sustain the wea
stales Some amazing things about th€ miracuious power to accomplish mighty and great thiRigis! is the kind of

Bible: person God uses to change a natiotice how Isala
For the word of God is living and active and viewed God:
sharper than amny two-edged sword, and
piercing as far as the division of soul and Bebold, the nations are like a drop in the
spirit, of botb joints and marrow, and able to bucket and are regarded as a speck of dust
Zudge the thoughts and intentions of the on the scales...Or what likeness will you
eart.

compare with Him? It is He who sits above the

_ o ) o _ circle of the earth...He it is who reduces
Scripture igiving andactive. This is not like any other book  yjers 10 nothing, who makes the judges of

in your study. It is able tudge and tr ansf o4hesPhhedhdgless (excerpts from 40:15-23)
thoughts andintentions. Therein are the precursors for life

changeThe attributes of Holy Writ are further illuminated in  Lift up your eyes on bigh and see who bas
2 Timothy 3:14.7: created these stars...He calls them all by
name, because of the greatness of His might
and the strength of His power...(excerpts from
40:25-26)

All  Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; 17
that the man of God may be adequate,

equipped for every good work. Isaiah 40:3k a passagmost believers know and quoéet

those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength; they will
mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not ge
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tired, they will walk and not become wé@yt examine the In Ephesians 4:123 Pa u | states that
context! Verse 31 followerses 126 listed previousljlhe pastorteachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of
strengthpromisedhere is reserved only for those who havesae r vIn R@emans 10:16e reasons 0 And how
viewof Gods i mi | ar to | sai ahofBe vhieeaw owi tCGooduSuctisamyorkeofaxpdiesstahad
Hebrew word forwait quvatrefers to contemplating and legishtorsis necessary to fueligilanfi versusnsouciarffi
meditating on His invisible attributess ldternal power and movemenfor Chr i st i n t ltodaynat i ono
His divine strength (cf. Rom. 1:20). oO0The believer wh
power from God is the believer who has this perception of

G o & What separates the men from the boys in spiritual

mauration and effective servicespecially national

reformatiorii is if or not one profoundly realizes th#bey

serve an awesome Gédmovement for Christ starts with an

awesome attitude toward God.

Il A VIGILANT APPLICATION OF BIBLICAL TRUTH

Nebemiah 8:8 And they read from the book,
from the law of God, translating to give the
sense so that they understood the reading.

Nebemiah 8:13 Then on the second day the

Notice the repetition of theoncepto understandthe Word

of God. Ezra wasanslating the Scripturesogthat they could This passage concludes by underscoring the effectiveness c
understandandmake appropriate applicatiortheir liveslt ~900d Bible teacher relative to the course of a colihiy.
had been over 1,000 years since Moses penfRahtatsuch, MOre someone knows what the Word teaches, the mor
The Hebrew dalecii thatis to say theneaning of Hebrew convicting it become®vhy? Bcause it enters into and affects
words, had changedhile the Jews were in exile in a foreigincreasingly largereas ofo n ebgisg.As one becomea
influencing culture. lllustrativetlye Englib language changesStudent of the Word, it stimulagescompanyingrowth. One
over time(l greatly enjoy teasing my British friends wistin c@nnot liveat peae with increasinglyhigh beliefs and
they speak t hoe). 00SKinncged st hien YRCBABYRPOW Practicep. fieresultis conscienedisturbing
lived in a foreign country all of their litesy had lost some guilt. Therefore one will either lofeéiminatetheir scriptural

oftheirab | i ty to un éITmerESWaamr@cesiSitya@§°'@tWr.‘ t@ccommodattheir sinfulpractics, or be forced

and valuéor having a teacher of the Word. The wnsijht to changehosepractice! The Wordhas this effect on people:

sakameans o0t o be wise or pr uldQsREs conyigionand,hgpefylly that eopvictign. Igagls tq
genuine sorrow ovesin, which leads to repentargewth
renewal and maturitiyJohn 1:8 & state this idea:
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