MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY

TO: LEGISLATORS

In my personal devotions of late I have been
reading an excellent commentary on the book of
Nebemiab. For all of us who are concerned about
America’s “walls falling down” this Bible book
provides many keen insights regarding effective
leadership—bow Nebemiah went about restoring a
nation. It is an excellent study that we’ll have to
partake of in the future. Its applicability screams off
the pages.

For Danielle and me, Nebemiah reminds us of
the hugely adversarial road we faced in coming to
DC. For years we have sensed a burden from God to
belp foster a movement for Christ in our nation’s
capitol. "Our God had been favorable to us” (Neb.
2:18) but we faced opposition from some of our very
own Board of Directors; they wanted us to remain in
state capitols. In our years of patience and
submission, through a series of circumstances, God
removed those gentlemen from our midst, replaced
them, and long story short, bere we are similar to
Nebemiab, by God’s doing. He has given us the desires
of our bearts—to be of spiritual service to you, to belp
you in rebuilding our great nation.

Much can be learned from Nebemiah about
bow to go about reconstruction. It is a huge task
abead. I challenge you to read through the book with
pencil in hand during the upcoming July 4" recess.
Nebemiab will immensely re-energize you for the
many battles in the days and years abead.

Sensing fatigue, I have prepared a study for
this week that is intended to encourage and re-
invigorate you. May what follows buoy perseverance
in your God-ordained assignments to lead our nation.
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A. INTRODUCTION

The book of Proverbs contains many an Aphofdanbrief
brilliantstatement of a princidle Aphoristic communication

is one of the most basic forms of instruction. In the ancien
world, when books were few, institutionteafning rare, and
poopl esd minds unpracticed i
is to say, oeffectively <co
remains) a most efficient means of inculcating moral, life
guiding precepts. | likke noble language Gharles Bridges

as hesummarizes Proverbs in his commentary on the same:

All the beauties of language, and all the force of
eloquence are poured forth irthe diversified form
of earnest expostulation, insinuating tenderness,
captivating argument, and sublime allegory, to win
[one] to virtue and piety, and to fix him in a steady
pursuit  of his duties towards God and
man....Wisdom is therefore allegorized aa tree of
life, yielding delicious shade, fruit, and protection
to those that approach her branches, throwing the
garland of honour around their shoulders, and
decorating their heads with a graceful chaplet,
more precious than rublies. She is a sage and
eloquent monitor, lifting up her warning voice in
the gates and i n the squar

In a categorical, topicstudy of the book of Proverhshat
doesthis inspireéby-God book on wise leadershigveto say
regarding what gives life toiadividual? When the battles
and the travel wear you out, what is Proééobsiula for
renewing strength? What follows are Solomonic insights int
maintaining a highgquality of life.

Prover bs 1IIke:pathof lifdeaasdisvard for the
wise tha t he may keep awsheolid r o
another name for Hell in the OT; it is a place of death, of nc
retun (Job 7:9 darkneséPsa. 143:3nd tormenfisa. 14:1j1
Unfortunately, many are thosko not ory livetherenow,

but whose destiny iseven further beneath them. The
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Scriptureglearly and repeated®ach that thenrepentanof The fear of the LORD is a
selfpride,those characterized tyckedness and debauchery fountain of life, that one may
destine themsel.Bewayofantr&end anods d o mar away from the snares of
much less gloomyhe former portionof this introductory death (14:27).

Proverb indicates thahe further one walks in the ways

abové lifefi the further theykeep awayfrom death, both A cavalier lifestylis a strangleholtb personal energy. Not
present and eterndlhe believer, at the point of justificatoronl y i s oned&s ¢ ons c iorgamisneof a f
(or salvation) is seated in the heavenlies in Christ(cfesughe body. A fountain of life (an inviting similitude for a
Eph. 2:6) where his or her citizenshligadylies (cf. Phil. parched, fatigued individualjgaserved for those who walk in

3:20) . Accor di frognlapovet thught from rgedlinés®. o r n
above, and walking above, winieaghereon eath. Theirs is
a soaring life indeed! &se arehe individual whosesous b. It Leads toSeepand Safety

mouwnt, riseabove,look aloft, and continuallgnterinto the
holiest finding his omer esting place in the bosom®abd. The fear of the LORD leads to
This is theranscenderitfe all yearn fdrNot only is this out life, So that one may sleep

of the reach of carnal men, but beydheir comprehension satisfied, untouched by evil
(cf. Job11:79) éT.he Children of God wal k&3¢ n a holy
loftiness above the debasing pleasure of e@ytlapted from

Bridges, p. 218). What are thosgaths of lifethatwill lead | "€ State of ‘the conscGoedce

rest leads to good energgaring the Lord also makes one the

ouupward? -
youup recipient of an unearthly proieat over those whose
B. NINE WAYS TO INCREASE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE intenion are less than noble
1. By Fearinghe LORD c. Leads toRiches and Honor
The fear of the LORD prolongs life, The reward for b u.mi.lity and the
But the years of the wicked will be fear Of the LORD is riches, honor
shortened (10:27) and life (22:4).

The fear of the LORD is a major theme in Proverbs. ItThese seltevident sublime qualities of life stem from a

speaks of a reverential awe, admiration and submissive fergugfential fear of God in this and the aforementioned
Him. Such is foundational for spiritual knowledge algss29es
wisdom. And in a pragmatic sense, such an attitude,of

2. ByCounselingwithOne ds Parent s
humi |l ity t owmotongs ldenoeTolsar o thé e r y g

Lord is a state of mi wolitioni n Wthan, a?o"rz&?o?‘get%jﬁ"t@aciﬁr}g,tBhtl udes,
feelings, deeds, and statea b s a rlgtyoﬁf‘b@a@i%&[ﬂrﬁy%omfmﬂr[dmeﬁt& ddoso

leading commentatoBuch an attitude is illustrated in Psalm For length of days and years of life And

42: 1, 0OAs the deer pantter for p@’a@ett}‘faej}willa%@toﬁﬁz)lt(sf@éjl l onge

Thee.d Conversely, when one rejects Chri st , their s e
and habitual sins result in premature agimg physical The Hebrew word foteaching as used in this context refers
tirednessOther benefits diearing the LORD as itpertains t o Sol omond®&s instruction of
to oneds quality of | Fdaengagpr descpyempdel ReltBAenfienbisow
the LORDé respecting othe instruction of their father and mother (cf.
1:8). This promise r&stated in the NT in Ephesians-8:1
a. It Leads to Victoryover Habitual Sin  whereinPauls peaks of hon oWhietheseo n
passagegrimarilyrelate to the parewhild relationship, the
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adult legislator is naheless wise to remain in counseling. By Finding Wisdom

contact.The biblical idea dfionoring alludest o  olifee 6 s

long attitude toward their parent$ionoring is a principle The prerequisite for wisdom in the book of Proverbs and
repeatedly mentioned in Proverbs in many different ways (:8;r oughout Scri pture is rep
3:1; 4:4; 7:13; 10:1; 17:21; 18; 26; 28:24) and speaks tdesus Christ. Note Proverbs 9:10 & 11 in this regard,

the high regard one need hold for those who brought them

into this world wittaccompanyingersonal sacrifis¢éhat may The fear of the LORD is the beginning
havepreviouslygone unnoticedProverb21:1013 echoes this of w“d"m{ And the k”"’_"’edge of the
when i t Heart rayt 0., ,and caccept nByisgs Holy One is understanding. For by me

[Solomon speaking to Rehoboam] and the years of your life ~ Your days will be multiplied, And years
will be many. | have directed you in the way of wisdom; | have  ¢f life will be added to you (9:10, 11).

led you in upright paths. When you walk, your steps will n _ o .
be impeded; and if you run, you will not stumble. Take holol-ri‘l‘e means by which one has multiplied days and years of |

inst uction: do not | et go. és vgl tr%stm%m C%hrlstfc%r Savan% tlce theres eCtIV?

benefits of ¢ h er i thelr wisdgm aren grgt:/erbs ;éeaathf tchgta' N9 I%ng tgfbased lit related
further elaborated on in Proverbs 3:8: to the wisdom o recelvmg salvation:

How blessed is the man who finds

It will be bealing to your body wisdom And the man who gains

And refreshment to your bones.

understanding.
Contextually, to the one witounsels withheir father and For ber profit is better than the profit of
mother and lives wisely, God giyeg/sical webeing, a silver And ber gain better than fine
higher quality of lifén stereophonicontrasis the testimony gold.
of David, posBathsheba. Priorto Daxd 6 s conf es s i Okf Sgpre aygcigus than jewels; And
sin he said, nothing you desire compares with ber.
Long life is in ber right band; In ber
When I kept silent about my sin, my body left band are riches and bonor.
wasted away through my groaning all Her ways are pleasant ways; And all
day long. For day and night Your band ber paths are peace.
was beavy upon me; My vitality was She is a tree of life to those who take
drained away as with the fever beat of bold of ber, And happy are all who
summer (Psalm 32:3). bold ber fast (3:13-18).

In a NT sense of this principle, Paul said that the reason sdate from this passage the following summaheotits and
believers were sick or dead was due to their lack of obedidig@sures, the quality of lfecruingo those who seedfter

to Godoés law, in that bel i @dacquitheywigdom of salatignim@t:he Lor dés
an unworthy way. A s sick anmoegs-u |t Omanv are weak and
youwé (1 CoGbediercdli 3®@bedi ence THE BENEFITS OF ACQUIRING WISDOM

is sometimes directly related to life and death in both the 1. Profitability and Gain (14)

and New Testaments (cf. Acts St9follows why then, that 2. Riches (16b)

Solomon repeatedlyexpresseshe importance ofarental 3. Honor (16b)

counsel and godlysdomd Keep hol d of i 4. Pleasantness (17a)

l et go; guard her, for -23h 5. Peace (17b) n d
Do not | et them depart f 6. Life (18a) i T
midst of your heart; for they are life to those who find th 7. Happiness (18b)

and health to all their flesh. 6
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These seven characteristics dascriptive of the American

dream. Few however seem timllow the biblicalformula to

obtain it: How about you? Especially notehat these

reward8 the Scriptures séydo not stem from His

institution ofgovernment; they come from God via personal

obediene to Him. States Solomon in 8:35 & 36 (as he

personifies wisdon@ For he who finds me [wisdom} finds |I|ife

and obtains favor from the LORD. But he who sins against _

me [wisdom] injures himself: all those who hate me lovd'®€ 9rand NT passage onnisGod
deat h. 6 Mak ehe pusuitohwisdonderds o at found in Hebrews 12HL; here is much value in meditgtin
highqualitylife. What did Solomon ask God in 1 Kings ©N this Therein is the connection between discipline and the
3:614? Wisdom Wsdomabove all else. In reward and grac®@ vV €r al 1~ qual ity of —oneds
God overabundantly blessed him with all of thed Sci pline yi dlrdis tt foé agnegah
aforementioretlisted in the sideharHe will do the samia  Indisputablenajorcomponentof i f e ds wor t h
some portionfor you too, if you seek for WisdoniCf.

Matthew 6:33).

Whereas w®dom was personified by Solomon in the above
passage, iwhat followshe summarily refers tio as the
commandment hoevwat keeps the commandment keeps
his life; he who dpsi ses hi s wla essence i
Proverbs is, and contains, the application and implication o
of Godds The bomHis alsammary judgment, a : :

capsulation for finding favor and blessing with and from Gosd. By Pursting Righteousness
It follows that one should studyoRerbs every day.

I 1 die. o6
f\gﬁepting Ilegﬁimate discipline afterwards yields inner peace.

In studying the relationship of wisdomthe quality of life,

Proverbs 3:22 states: ¢
So they [wisdom] will be life to your soul
And adornment to your neck. (

Wisdomadornsthe life of the one who possesses fihe®

will judgeo n @é&sonage and demeaasibeautiful, depicted

her e all egoricallgnt@defond)dos pmboiltisc r(epres

manifestation,existing so to speakyn your neck. The

honorable will honor you for your pursuit of wisdom, ang,e picture of shighway is a depiction expressirthe

o n difé will be wreathed with begutiyaped as it were with papitual course of the upright. When oraystrom his or

the attributes of God herd g r o they aréessapt topreservetheir presenguality

of life. The propensity to sioften occurs whea persorgets

out of theirhabits of industriomgess Good putines demand

I attention and concentratidn.contrast,@o much play timis
not a good thing. (cf. Gen. 319, comp.2 Samuel 11:2).
Proverbsl2:28st at e s , oln the way o
initspathwaty h e r e i sState® Hebreni®2t130 .m@ k e
straightpath$or your feet, so that the limb which is lame may

4. By Accepting Discipline




