MEMBERS BIBLE STUDY

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂl TO: LEGISLATORS

Spiritual maturity is more than knowledge,
but it is nothing less. If you bave ever wondered
why I emphasize teaching the Word of God in the
ministry bere at the capitol, then this week’s study
will provide you with a persuasive answer.
Imparting Bible knowledge (and praying people
will apply it) is the biblically-revealed formula for
spiritual growth. There is no other way to mature
according to the Bible. Paul informed bis
understudy pastor, Timothy, what be ought to
emphasize in bis ministry: “Preach the word” be
said (2 Timothy 4:2). No pastor is worthy of the
title who does not empbhasize teaching the Bible.
Why? Bible knowledge is the basic, irreplaceable
ingredient for spiritual growth. Proverbs 23:7
states, “For as [a person] thinks within bhimself, so
be is,” echoes 27:19, “So the beart of man reflects
man.” Do not be deceived about your spiritual
maturation: Bible knowledge (and its
application) is the only way you can grow in
Christ-likeness. One must first know the Word
before be or she can be expected to obey it.

I realize this week’s notes are lengthy, but
as always, my desire is to give you distillations of
material that you can adapt to use in your own
ministry, as you speak at churches, etc.

l. INTRODUCTION
Colossians 3:16 provides insight. It states:

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within
you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms
and bymns and spiritual songs, singing
with thankfulness in your bearts to God.
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And do not get drunk with wine, for that
is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
speaking to one another in psalms and
bymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody with your beart to the
Lord

In that the consequentiakgets of both letting the
word of Christ dwell within youand beindilled with
the Spirit are the same.n laccordance witkyllogistit
reasoning they are synonymoumith commands
produce the same spiritual resifhat does it mean to
be filledwith the Holy Spirit? Simply tHet the Wrd of
Christrichlydwell within youRichly is the Greek word
plousio$t can also & translatedbundantly. It follows
then, that to the degremeinvess time in the Word is
the degreeone will be spiritu#y mature. Spiritually
speaking are you rich or poor?

Further, vimen you stop to think about it, the similar
meaning of these two seemingiyelateccommands of
Scripture are brought together when one considers th:
the Holy Spirit comes to fill the believer at the point of
salvation (Acts 1: 8)isliangd
and activeéd (Heb. 4:12) .
Spirit it also means that they are indwelled by the Wor
of Godi and it is no wonder that what results from both
are quite the same. Generally speaking, both comman
are different ways ofnessing the same thing.

There arghosehowever that believe shatitsexistto
spiritual maturatignshortcuts aroundknowledge of

G o d Word. They claim thbeing spiritual has little to
do with the discipline of learning, memorizing and
meditatingon His Holy Writ. They exclaimdo St udy i
the Bible and gaining knowledgé&fs up, makesne
arrogant andeads to legalismdThat is possibleSuch
may bethe case witlthosewhosepursuitof Scripture
lies outside the quest personal holines$hat keing

Ephesians 5:18 states the same manifestations as thesaid the command @blossians 3:¥émains intact.
above passage, but equates them with being filled with

the Spirit:
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Furthermore,d avoid knowledgéhe Scriptures teadh

to be naive and simpiended. And, according to the

book of Proverbs, simpieindednesss a form of

for then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will bave
success.(Joshua 1:8)

fool i sbhomles sh a o &nkimtbevehdesday e 6
an attitude 0wR2 29, 32be Iher dhe firsthfigemldookg af:the OT, Genesis through
human mindgiven the noeficonsequences of the FallDeuteronomy, were known and are known as the book
of man and the entrance of sin into the world in Genesfsthe law. They were and are the primary source for all
3, requirescriptural programming imcer to think right. Javish and Christian behavior and were quoted
extensively by the Psalmist, Jeremiah and Jesus. T
Scriptue teaches thabne can only be as spirituallycommandment to meditate day and night indicates th
mature a®ne isknowledgeable of the WWoof Godh profound importance the believer need place on the
and obedient to that knowledgé stands to reason oneWord of God. The reason for this is -esiidentfrom
cannotobeythat which they do not know. Accordinglythe passage. Orgenot to partake of thiglisciplinefor
knowledge is the precursor to spiritual mat®@itye is the sake o$elfishknowledgeaccumulation But rather,
filled with the Holy Spirit only to the degree that e 8s® thatyou may be careful to do according to all that

mind is controlled by t hiswhWenridit. %hat Blows. in then passagé are the

benefitsfrom a life of learnjp Godds &hdnd

SERIOUS BIBLE STUDY IS THE BIBLICAL ?";?‘?”ti'yspg'y'”g't:t grOZF;ggg’ f:sci?g"s’ala% r ig S\A}I’ ;

FORMULA FOR SERIOUS SPIRITUAL behavi ’o r di s cue r Winae a terrifia n «
GROWTH. GET SERIOUS. motivation!

Beloved, d not followspiritual leaders whbemselves
are simpletonsyho would ratheone checkhis or her B. PSALMS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
mind at the door of Scripture and, in exchange buy into a BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

low view of Godds Book angy ditaslighs i¥enCibelldoof he LORDA! | €
to ospiritual leaderso thnainmﬁs%(lﬁwble'mgd?t&tesgaﬁfanCr'F
producesweak, malnourisheshints who lack spiritual  y0p;.  He will be like a tree firmly
fortitude anddiscernmentGo d 6 s d epasitog N Hia9iked by sireams of water, Which yields

teachesis that they be His delivery agents of Scripture s fruir in its season And its leaf does not
(cf. Rom. 10:14; Ephesians 42} Follow pastors Who  wither; And in whatever be does, be

are serious Bible teachesho labor to accurately rospers. (Psalm 1:2-3)
communicate His Word. Remember the root meaning otp

a disciplenathetess a ol earner . 0 The Psalmist captures the vivid picture of a lush tree i
contrast to the overall mainly arid geography of Palestir
to il lustrate the benefi't
Again, what is produced in the life of the believer from
What follows is a Bible survey tire importance of not only knowingbutinternalizinghe precepts of God

Bible knowledge and how absolutely imperative itais revealed in the first five books of the Bible are listec

Il. THE IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

relative to maturation in Chrisst udy one There is a continual manifestation of productivity
befitting of Godods gl ory
A. JOSHUA ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
BIBLE KNOWLEDGE C. DAVID ON THE IMPORTANCE OF

This book of the law shall not depart from BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

your mouth, but you shall meditate on it
day and night, so that you may be careful
to do according to all that is written in it;

Thy word I bave bid in my beart, that I
may not sin against Thee (Psalm 119:11).
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The context of this passage (Psalm 119 is all aboutsihieit. The simpleton isnore apt to come to the
benefits of Godds Wor d i MembelseBibleiStudgndolbse thih er Here $piritaal
specifically to the Word of Gbeingthe bestveaporto  immaturity. Proverbs 1:22 summarizes welle t
wardoffsn.Coach Wooden used taforementpned Bd Hhd ve s§ivmreg wid yoe love
this Book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep ydeing simpleninded? Andscilergdelight themselves in
from this Book. 6 Urwatse M9;s scoffing andpolbtaities knowl kedges?d
OHow can a young man cleanse his way? By taking
according to yourfor\persorhl. Burther, @niteelates togscoffesstin their dislike of wisdor
holiness is directly related to their first understandiagd truth, they reject correcti(®:7 8. These are those
what personal holiness is. Once learned, David stathe rejecta n o t heagsording when sitting on a
that he ingested that knowledge within himself andcammittee; thegre locked in their prideful wayxl(24).
became a deterrent to sin. The Holy Spirit can and Wifl the other handonvertingthe fool who adamait

use Scripture thatne knows and hasnemorized as a rejects the fear of the Loade slim tanone. 17:10 states,

catalyst tahe conscience ding times of temptation. OA rebuke goes deeper int
than a hundred blows into affoo 6 B eJestyoue d ,
WHILE SPIRITUAL MATURITY IS MORE evangelism effortgith thosewho are impressionable (cf.
THAN THE ACCUMULATION OF Mt. 7:6).
KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOTHING LESS THAN
KNOWLEDGE. In summary of the introduction to Proverbs on
knowledgeProverbscontain manyegative thingsbout
D. PROVERBS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF those who avoidhe pursuit of knowledge. The book
BIBLE KNOWLEDGE casts dowrthree types fofolks who reject knowledge

On eaftimdethepabout pursuing kn
Interestingly for legislators, the book of Proverbs is
written by a father to his son who would become King. ARE YOU WISE? OR ARE YOU A
Herein then is a Bible book especially meant for preparing leagl@®LETON, SCOFFER OR FOOL?
for officéAs such,the book of Proverbs informs its
followers as to how oneight to live his or her life here|t follows; itshould come as no surpribatin almost
on earth. It is a Bible book that could appropriately begdery chapter of the book of Proverbs there is somethin
the title, How to be a Wise Governmental Leaderlt to be said by Solomon regarding the importance o
is a profound book whose author makes anutll knowledgeand understanding as it relates to the goal o
attempt to convince one to be wise. (One learns from ﬁtfhieving wisdomOne cannotgain wisdom without
bodk that wisdom is an atgamatiornof instruction, first obtaining knowledge and understanding Again
understanding, discretion and knowledge). redundantlyny friend, knowledge and understanding are
fundamental ingredients of wisddt#ow then can you
Furthermore, the book pinpoints and identifies thrgssibly be a wise leader of our country without knowin
kinds of people who are in need of wisdom. They &fe Bible?

the naive, or simpleminded, the scoffer and the fophe Hebrew word foknowledgeis d a aral it means

Proverbs attempts to convert the former to wisdo@ a knowi ng of trut mseaehnht.
much more so than the latter two. Why? Definitively, tiiaerefore, when Proverbs speaks of knowledge, it i
fool will not listen to wisdom, and the scoffer or scorngiferring true knowledge, versus knowledge that is fals

mocks and rejects iWith no thought for political Understanding binainfers knowledge as its basis, and
parties, oh that God would give us mdr¢he former has to do with odiscerni

than the later in the coming elections! The simpi@torsolomon uses this word when $i¢ at e s , ot
only ignorant and is therefore easier to convert dgcern betwepo o d a n°d Predictably. &h
wisdom than the others. What stands mainly in the w@yracteristic of a simpleton, scoffer faofl (of which

of the simpleton is his lack of knowledge (versus #p@reare plenty ofllustrations on the Hill, say that
scoffer and the fool whdarein common a rebellious

( 1
L 3 )
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instructivelyand with sadnesspt mockinglyill be his  who [knowsand k e e p s  tThissProvedosvchapter
or her inabity to discern truth from erroiSuch is two passage goes on to list an additionalfibeéhat
normative behavior for the lost (cf. Eph.-@:1They wisdom ad the pursuit of knowledgeoduce: It will

genuinely lackinderstanding an abi | i tguardtore from évil geopke (2r12).
b et we e matareredorese of the belieyverf the
one who possesseknowledge and understanding 3. Blessed is the man who gains

should not be disgust, but to pray for their salvation, thatunderstanding. (3:13)
God wouldlift the noetic effect of the Fall from the

mindof the unregeneraky entrancef the Savior Similar to the previous, the benefits of gaining

understanding are listed in the passages that lfow: r
her proceeds aretter than the profits of silvand her
gain than fine gold. She is more precious than rubie

understanding as it Is emphasizeq in  thellowing and all the things you may desire cannot compare wil
passagegaimost every chaptdrpm this survey of the her. Length of days are in her right hand, in her left han

book of Proverbs(l apologize for the length of this . L
study, but for me to supply little knowledge about the' © hes ar4l6)Woynnotbewide 3

subject of knowledge seems to me to be oxymoronic).

Notice the importance of Bibl&nowledge and

4. My son, give attention to my words.
(4:20)

1. Fools bate knowledge. (1:22)
0§o|omonemphasizes hetbe importance of knowing

A fool in their rebellion toward God, will often times n thing dacstatesabout wisd ¥ ¢
even listen to truth or sound reasoning when it comes-tg Y 1Ng dastatesabout wisdom. He goes on 1o
phasize the gaining aapplication of knowledge

moral isges. Solomon is telling Rehoboam in th%nl1 | i D t let them d ‘e
Proverb that the ngodly exhibit a distaifor even ; nciine yoaugs. nge €m frpﬁr )
listening tdhe things of God Andyzed through the lens rom your €yes, €ep er

Again the benefit package

those who find them, and
22). Thisis very practical stuffn principle, Solomon
SAys wise peple have fewer health problemg.22

of Scripture, His stems from their predispositioh
rebellion toward their Maker and hatred for His edicts

Again, sch rejection should not dishearten the righteo oo N : o
or dissuade his or her steadfastness. Rather, in %erscores this idesh foyful heart igood medicing

|l egi sl atords pursuit to ea_br]okgr] Slp'ﬂtfjrlﬁ up H@\ l&oo%c{hpra\gmagcf
Godods sight, such sadde rp?nﬁf'bs dorn%t gcgr%eﬁossggletogshsgo arser fog%. r
buoy te confidence one places on the trustworthafess .

Scripture  Particul arly, mte &s> dneng, | youry €41 | ylthi n™% e s
veracity of Romans 1:180:0 me n wh o s u p ffrdersanding(g:1)

truth in unrighteousness, because that which is knoWris is a similar admonition the one above, herein

about God i s eviOpposite oftvei thdweverwh dnte me o1 | ows i s Sol on
fool who hate&knowledge, Proverbs says 0 T h e  miesede kadwledge (5:2) so as to not fall into the sna
the intelligent seeks knofvatiukediowich i 4 much 4ajger enticement for
someonen a leadership ptisn (5:3). Needless to bring
2. Knowledge will be pleasant to your up, this happes all too frequently in the Capitol
soul. (2:10) community. Immoral women tend to beaatied more

This statement is hamtglove with what precedesnt SO tol povx'/terful rr;erSo'Iorlmn I;]r.lmt/vs this V\éowd bebig
the same chapter: oWhodn PREEDY éfvﬂf & ﬁ'@-’é’rr is to-beleqder sqn; and,
says. In other words, when a person decides they Wéﬂ;reforhem\{etﬁ Sml;]Cl tm;e r(])rprevsn'ltatlvenstructlon.

to be wise and they make a volitional commitmentt roﬁg 03 It e w oet o_g apct;ﬁf[hoomon lregsoa_s 50
open their mind téhe pursuit of wisdom, then they willl0 Why aduitery ISI SIUD' an en cobnc utes In t.H
find that gaining Bible knowledge is a pleasant experi éey ou Wi succum 0

to their inner bem . States Prover p's® 6233 : kerO,WIC‘)eI-Idagpep yI qasdtiqr.\set 0

( 1
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[ ] 0 Do | to theokhaivledge of Scripture as the highest
authorityi centralin thelife ofmypa ent i ng i d
Such will lead to puttingséop to the things in familial

In direct contrast to the means by which ayuite heritages that are evil and despicable in theotiGbt

avoided (point Sthe ones who succunwbstifyin their z_and His Word and rgplaciﬂg_em, thefuture family
gui |t and pai n, thelvoicé e mg Ilnﬁza(gq_ W'ﬁhj regpectye bl'c‘?l Oknowledge and

teachers nor inclined temynsy pgllornb_itr)llr_{g l?uﬁ? sds O'H'Eitt%oﬁérﬂftéuFtigng% .0
what thisProverb and otheese saying: teaching biblical knowfedge don”echildren and their

children. This requires much effand priority over
many years via partnering with a biblisallg church
with a good youth ministry.

9.
The most important thing a person can value in life i
Godds instruction and KkKno

life by the standard of truths revealed in the Holy
Scriptureshey will be blessed. 8:11 states of the wisdon
stemming from knowl edge,

Do you tend to avoiBible instruction/instructors? In cCompar e wi t h heemforées Podher

these sense of Proverbs which person are you? of knowledge are more pre
7. 10.
It should be normative to want to learnWerd of God The wi se man | earns the

continually over a lifetimeWhat is taught to a personrevelation of Himself It is this cognizance and

and believed by a person will reflect in and throingh understanding oivhom God is that plays itself out in
orhet Proverbs 27:9 state@ne®ssoabihlei tf n§0add V&i IWI
man ré | e c t sSubseguently wise men and womdRdislatoyears agarote me a personal letter criticizing a
reflect the Word of God because at some point in thBile study that | had taught. It was evident from
lives they decided to open themsemg) its teaching’ reviewing his argument that He did not have Seemlngl
its knowledge, and have feasted on it continuaya any knowl edge of Godos

result, their lives reflette light 6 God (cf. Eph. 5:9).  characterized God as if He had only one quality: love
While itis certainly true that God is loving, gracious anc

8. forgiving, it is a sign af simpletonnaivetéto overlook
or fail to understand His other attribuiesuch as

N ) _ . holiness, righteousness and perfettiorame but a few
This is inline with the previous parental admonltlor]a\gur stated in the last chaptePof o v er b s , ¢
Notice 7.1  O0My son, keep my wWppgpdgehddaddeasribueg Myt
commandments within you. Keep my commandmeigigq %30:2, 3Pne cannot understand God and His ways
and live, and my teachiags t he appl e wif insuficRit knowfedg€ of9who He A lack of
Sol omon goes on tO0 say gnowkigeis synonyrRodstritrSstufidityd Thig bndy ©
I ntimate Noticeehs tepetitign/of the)word ghqyigstudy the Wrrd with fervor and seriousniésand
keep. The wordsuggests a lifetime of pursuit for th%vhy | go to such lengths every week to prepare Bibl
things of God.This passage also indicatestinuityin _lessons thawill encourage you and grow you in the

parenting: keeping at 'l{ho'iNtecﬁgH&inﬂn.ng oneods childre
Scripture. The effective parent needs to ponder the

guestion oO0ls my ©parental instruction biblically
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