
 

    

 

 

Colossians 3:16 provides insight.  It states: 

 

Ephesians 5:18 states the same manifestations as the 

above passage, but equates them with being filled with 

the Spirit: 

In that the consequential aspects of both letting the 
word of Christ dwell within you and being filled with 
the Spirit are the same.  In accordance with syllogistic1 
reasoning they are synonymous: both commands 
produce the same spiritual result.  What does it mean to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit? Simply this: let the Word of 
Christ richly dwell within you. Richly is the Greek word 
plousios. It can also be translated abundantly. It follows 
then, that to the degree one invests time in the Word is 
the degree one will be spiritually mature. Spiritually 
speaking are you rich or poor? 
 
Further, when you stop to think about it, the similar 
meaning of these two seemingly unrelated commands of 
Scripture are brought together when one considers that 
the Holy Spirit comes to fill the believer at the point of 
salvation (Acts 1:8) and that òThe Word of God is living 
and activeéó (Heb. 4:12). When one is filled with the 
Spirit it also means that they are indwelled by the Word 
of Godñand it is no wonder that what results from both 
are quite the same. Generally speaking, both commands 
are different ways of expressing the same thing. 
 
There are those however that believe short-cuts exist to 
spiritual maturation, short-cuts around knowledge of 
Godõs Word. They claim that being spiritual has little to 
do with the discipline of learning, memorizing and 
meditating on His Holy Writ. They exclaim. òStudying 
the Bible and gaining knowledge puffs up, makes one 
arrogant and leads to legalism.ó2 That is possible. Such 
may be the case with those whose pursuit of Scripture 
lies outside the quest of personal holiness. That being 
said the command of Colossians 3:16 remains intact. 
 



 

 

 

 

Furthermore, to avoid knowledge, the Scriptures teach, is 
to be naïve and simple-minded. And, according to the 
book of Proverbs, simple-mindedness is a form of 
foolishness. òFools hate knowledgeó and in the end, such 
an attitude òwill destroy themó (1:22, 29, 32b).  The 
human mind given the noetic3 consequences of the Fall 
of man and the entrance of sin into the world in Genesis 
3, requires scriptural programming in order to think right.  
 
Scripture teaches that one can only be as spiritually 
mature as one is knowledgeable of the Word of Godñ
and obedient to that knowledge.  It stands to reason one 
cannot obey that which they do not know. Accordingly, 
knowledge is the precursor to spiritual maturity. One is 
filled with the Holy Spirit only to the degree that oneõs 
mind is controlled by the Word of God. Thereforeé 

 
 

 
Beloved, do not follow spiritual leaders who themselves 
are simpletons, who would rather one check his or her 
mind at the door of Scripture and, in exchange buy into a 
low view of Godõs Book and its importance.  Allegiance 
to òspiritual leadersó who make light of Scripture 
produces weak, malnourished saints who lack spiritual 
fortitude and discernment. Godõs design for pastor-
teachers is that they be His delivery agents of Scripture. 
(cf. Rom. 10:14; Ephesians 4:11-12). Follow pastors who 
are serious Bible teachers who labor to accurately 
communicate His Word. Remember the root meaning of 
a disciple mathetes is a òlearner.ó 

What follows is a Bible survey on the importance of 

Bible knowledge and how absolutely imperative it is 

relative to maturation in Christ.  Study oné 

 
The first five books of the OT, Genesis through 
Deuteronomy, were known and are known as the books 
of the law.4  They were and are the primary source for all 
Jewish and Christian behavior and were quoted 
extensively by the Psalmist, Jeremiah and Jesus.  The 
commandment to meditate day and night indicates the 
profound importance the believer need place on the 
Word of God.  The reason for this is self-evident from 
the passage.  One is not to partake of this discipline for 
the sake of selfish knowledge accumulation.  But rather, 
so that you may be careful to do according to all that 
is written in it. What follows in the passage are the 
benefits from a life of learning Godõs Handbook and 
diligently applying it:  prosperity tsalach òto advance, 
thrive, to be victoriousó and success sakal: òWise 
behavior, discernment and prudence.ó What a terrific 
motivation! 
 

 
The Psalmist captures the vivid picture of a lush tree in 
contrast to the overall mainly arid geography of Palestine 
to illustrate the benefits of meditating on Godõs Word. 
Again, what is produced in the life of the believer from 
not only knowing, but internalizing the precepts of God 
as revealed in the first five books of the Bible are listed. 
There is a continual manifestation of productivity 
befitting of Godõs glory (cf. Eph. 2:10). 
 

 



 

 

 

 

The context of this passage (Psalm 119 is all about the 
benefits of Godõs Word in the life of the believer) relates 
specifically to the Word of God being the best weapon to 
ward off sin.  Coach Wooden used to sign Bibles, òEither 
this Book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you 
from this Book.ó Underscoring this truth is verse 9, 
òHow can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
according to your Word.ó  Oneõs quest for personal 
holiness is directly related to their first understanding 
what personal holiness is.  Once learned, David states 
that he ingested that knowledge within himself and it 
became a deterrent to sin. The Holy Spirit can and will 
use Scripture that one knows and has memorized as a 
catalyst to the conscience during times of temptation. 
 

 

Interestingly for legislators, the book of Proverbs is 
written by a father to his son who would become King.  
Herein then is a Bible book especially meant for preparing leaders 
for office. As such, the book of Proverbs informs its 
followers as to how one ought to live his or her life here 
on earth.  It is a Bible book that could appropriately bear 
the title, How to be a Wise Governmental Leader.  It 
is a profound book whose author makes an all-out 
attempt to convince one to be wise. (One learns from the 
book that wisdom is an amalgamation of instruction, 
understanding, discretion and knowledge). 
 
Furthermore, the book pinpoints and identifies three 
kinds of people who are in need of wisdom.  They are 
the naïve, or simpleminded, the scoffer and the fool.  
Proverbs attempts to convert the former to wisdom 
much more so than the latter two. Why? Definitively, the 
fool will not listen to wisdom, and the scoffer or scorner 
mocks and rejects it. With no thought for political 
parties, oh that God would give us more of the former 
than the later in the coming elections! The simpleton is 
only ignorant and is therefore easier to convert to 
wisdom than the others. What stands mainly in the way 
of the simpleton is his lack of knowledge (versus the 
scoffer and the fool who share in common a rebellious 

spirit. The simpleton is more apt to come to the 
Members Bible Study and lose his or her spiritual 
immaturity). Proverbs 1:22 summarizes well the 
aforementioned, òHow long O naïve ones, will you love 
being simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in 
scoffing and fools hate knowledge?ó  
 
Further, as it relates to scoffers, in their dislike of wisdom 
and truth, they reject correction (9:7, 8). These are those 
who reject anotherõs reasoning when sitting on a 
committee; they are locked in their prideful ways (21:24).  
On the other hand converting the fool, who adamantly 
rejects the fear of the Lord are slim to none.  17:10 states, 
òA rebuke goes deeper into one who has understanding 
than a hundred blows into a fool.ó Beloved, invest your 
evangelism efforts with those who are impressionable (cf. 
Mt. 7:6). 
 
In summary of the introduction to Proverbs on 
knowledge, Proverbs contain many negative things about 
those who avoid the pursuit of knowledge. The book 
casts down three types of folks who reject knowledge. 
Oneõs attitude then, about pursuing knowledge revealsé 

 

  
It  follows; it should come as no surprise that in almost 
every chapter of the book of Proverbs there is something 
to be said by Solomon regarding the importance of 
knowledge and understanding as it relates to the goal of 
achieving wisdom.  One cannot gain wisdom without 
first obtaining knowledge and understanding. Again, 
redundantly my friend, knowledge and understanding are 
fundamental ingredients of wisdom! How then can you 
possibly be a wise leader of our country without knowing 
the Bible? 
The Hebrew word for knowledge is daôat and it means 
òa knowing of truth and indeed of God Himself.ó5 
Therefore, when Proverbs speaks of knowledge, it is 
inferring true knowledge, versus knowledge that is false. 
Understanding bina infers knowledge as its basis, and 
has to do with òdiscerning between.ó In 1 Kings 3:9 
Solomon uses this word when he states, òthat I may 
discern between good and evil.ó6  Predictably and 
characteristic of a simpleton, scoffer and fool (of which 
there are plenty of illustrations on the Hill, I say that 



 

 

 

 

instructively and with sadness, not mockingly) will be his 
or her inability to discern truth from error. Such is 
normative behavior for the lost (cf. Eph. 2:1-6). They 
genuinely lack understanding, an ability to òdiscern 
between.ó The mature response of the believer, of the 
one who possesses knowledge and understanding 
should not be disgust, but to pray for their salvation, that 
God would lift the noetic effect of the Fall from the 
mind of the unregenerate by entrance of the Savior.  
 
Notice the importance of Bible knowledge and 
understanding as it is emphasized in the following 
passages (almost every chapter) from this survey of the 
book of Proverbs: (I apologize for the length of this 
study, but for me to supply little knowledge about the 
subject of knowledge seems to me to be oxymoronic). 

 
 

A fool in their rebellion toward God, will often times not 
even listen to truth or sound reasoning when it comes to 
moral issues.  Solomon is telling Rehoboam in this 
Proverb that the ungodly exhibit a distain for even 
listening to the things of God.  Analyzed through the lens 
of Scripture, this stems from their predisposition of 
rebellion toward their Maker and hatred for His edicts.  
 
Again, such rejection should not dishearten the righteous 
or dissuade his or her steadfastness. Rather, in the 
legislatorõs pursuit to be faithful and do what is right in 
Godõs sight, such saddening responses should serve to 
buoy the confidence one places on the trustworthiness of 
Scripture. Particularly, manõs rebellion illuminates the 
veracity of Romans 1:18b-19: òmen who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known 
about God is evident within theméó Opposite of the 
fool who hates knowledge, Proverbs says, òThe mind of 
the intelligent seeks knowledgeó (15:14). 
 

2.  

This statement is hand-in-glove with what precedes it in 
the same chapter: òWhen wisdom enters your mindó it 
says.  In other words, when a person decides they want 
to be wise and they make a volitional commitment to 
open their mind to the pursuit of wisdom, then they will 
find that gaining Bible knowledge is a pleasant experience 
to their inner being.  States Proverbs 29:18, òHappy is he 

who [knows and] keeps the law.ó This Proverbs chapter 
two passage goes on to list an additional benefit that 
wisdom and the pursuit of knowledge produces: It will 
guard one from evil people (2:12). 

 

3.  

Similar to the previous, the benefits of gaining 
understanding are listed in the passages that follow: òFor 
her proceeds are better than the profits of silver and her 
gain than fine gold.  She is more precious than rubies, 
and all the things you may desire cannot compare with 
her.  Length of days are in her right hand, in her left hand 
riches and honoró (3:14-16). Why not be wise! 

  

4.  

Solomon emphasizes here the importance of knowing 
everything dad states about wisdom.  He goes on to 
emphasize the gaining and application of knowledge, 
òIncline your ear to my sayings. Do not let them depart 
from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart.ó  
Again the benefit package follows: òFor they are life to 
those who find them, and health to all their bodyó (4:21-
22). This is very practical stuff! In principle, Solomon 
says wise people have fewer health problems. 17:22 
underscores this idea, òA joyful heart is good medicine, 
But a broken spirit dries up the bones.ó Such pragmatic 
benefits do not accrue to simpletons, scoffers or fools. 
 

5.  

This is a similar admonition to the one above, herein 
however what follows is Solomonõs desire that his son 
preserve knowledge (5:2) so as to not fall into the snare 
of adulteryñwhich is a much larger enticement for 
someone in a leadership position (5:3). Needless to bring 
up, this happens all too frequently in the Capitol 
community.  Immoral women tend to be attracted more 
so to powerful men. Solomon knows this would be a big 
problem (it was for him!) for his to-be-leader son, and 
therefore invests much time on preventative instruction. 
Throughout the whole of chapter 5, Solomon reasons as 
to why adultery is stupid and then concludes in 5:23 
ò[you will succumb to this] for lack of instruction.ó  
Oneõs knowledge leads to and determines oneõs actions.   



 

 

 

 

In direct contrast to the means by which adultery is 
avoided (point 5) the ones who succumb testify in their 
guilt and pain, òI have not listened to the voice of my 
teachers nor inclined my ear to my instructors.ó  Note 
what this Proverb and others are saying:  
 

 
Do you tend to avoid Bible instruction/instructors?  In 
these sense of Proverbs which person are you? 
 

7.  

It should be normative to want to learn the Word of God 
continually over a lifetime.  What is taught to a person 
and believed by a person will reflect in and through him 
or her. Proverbs 27:9 states, òSo the mind and will of 
man reflects man.ó  Subsequently, wise men and women 
reflect the Word of God because at some point in their 
lives they decided to open themselves up to its teaching, 
its knowledge, and have feasted on it continually.  As a 
result, their lives reflect the light of God (cf. Eph. 5:9). 
 

8.  

This is in-line with the previous parental admonition.  
Notice 7:1, òMy son, keep my words, And treasure my 
commandments within you.  Keep my commandments 
and live, and my teaching as the apple of your eye.ó  
Solomon goes on to say, òCall understanding your 
intimate friendó (7:4).  Notice the repetition of the word 
keep. The word suggests a lifetime of pursuit for the 
things of God. This passage also indicates continuity in 
parenting: keeping at instructing oneõs children with 
Scripture. The effective parent needs to ponder the 
question òIs my parental instruction biblically based?ó 

òDo I hold to the knowledge of Scripture as the highest 
authorityñcentral in the life of my parenting ideology?ó 
Such will lead to putting a stop to the things in familial 
heritages that are evil and despicable in the sight of God 
and His Word and replacing them, the future family 
lineage, with respective biblical knowledge and 
instruction in righteousness.  Commit to instructing and 
teaching biblical knowledge to oneõs children and their 
children.  This requires much effort and priority over 
many years via partnering with a biblically-solid church 
with a good youth ministry. 
 

9.  

The most important thing a person can value in life is 
Godõs instruction and knowledge. When one orders their 
life by the standard of truth as revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures they will be blessed.  8:11 states of the wisdom 
stemming from knowledge, òall desirable things cannot 
compare with her.ó Proverbs 20:15 reinforces, òThe lips 
of knowledge are more precious than gold and jewels.ó 
 

10. 

The wise man learns the attributes of God from Godõs 
revelation of Himself.  It is this cognizance and 
understanding of whom God is that plays itself out in 
oneõs ability to live wisely.  To illustrate this, one 
legislator years ago wrote me a personal letter criticizing a 
Bible study that I had taught. It was evident from 
reviewing his argument that He did not have seemingly 
any knowledge of Godõs attribute of justice; he 
characterized God as if He had only one quality: love. 
While it is certainly true that God is loving, gracious and 
forgiving, it is a sign of a simpleton, naiveté, to overlook 
or fail to understand His other attributesñsuch as 
holiness, righteousness and perfection to name but a few. 
Agur stated in the last chapter of Proverbs, òSurely I am 
stupidébecause I do not have knowledge of the Holy 
One (30:2, 3). One cannot understand God and His ways 
with insufficient knowledge of who He is!  A lack of 
knowledge is synonymous with stupidity. This is why one 
should study the Word with fervor and seriousnessñand 
why I go to such lengths every week to prepare Bible 
lessons that will encourage you and grow you in the 
knowledge of Him. 
 


