CAPITOL MINISTRIES

The Butcher, The Baker and The Lawmaker

Selected Passages

- ‘ TO: LEGISLATORS

FROM: RALPH DROLLINGER

DATE: JUNE 14. 2010

In my years of ministry to lawmakers, one
area that I find is too often surrounded by confusion
relates to the fundamental question of “what is
ministry?” Well-meaning Christian legislators can
reason that working to pass good legislation, laws that
make sense and are biblically based, is their ministry.
I have often beard from them “This is what God has
called me to.” In one sense that is a correct statement:
everything one does in service to God is a ministry
unto His glory, “Whatever you do, do your work
beartily, as for the Lord...” states Colossians 3:23. But
in another sense, if that is all one thinks God has
called them to, one is misled. What about the
development of your personal ministry in the life of a
fellow legislator, staff member, or lobbyist? The
Butcher and the Baker are less apt to be confused into
thinking their vocation is their ministry, as their
vocations are not closely related to changing or
preserving biblical truths in culture. They see
vocation, done with excellence, conducted with
biblical principles, not as an end in itself, but as a
means to an end: gaining a bhearing for the gospel—
doing personal ministry—in the lives of those whom
they influence. Whatever the vocation, vocational
excellence should lead to ministry in the lives of
others. Therefore, in keeping with the later sense of
ministry described above, passing and preserving
biblically based legislation isn’t so much about
ministry as it is vocational integrity, one’s job. The
biblical definition of ministry is something that is over
and above fighting for good legislation.

With that in mind, I would like to reissue an
earlier study I have previously published that pertains
to the biblical empbasis on reaching one’s fellow
governmental leaders with the gospel: Such is not an
option for the obedient follower of Christ; it is
mandated by Scripture. Ministering to one’s fellow
lawmakers should be a priority in keeping with God’s
revealed will. This too is why He has placed you on the
Hill! Don’t lose sight of it.

Let us explore this topic together this week. I
think you will find the study both interesting and
convicting....

l. EXPLORING THE MANDATE

The following three portions d¢fie New Testament
provide the best initial understanding of this
missiological emphas$ reaching leaders for Christ
that surfacéhroughout the Word of God.

A. 1TIMOTHY 2:1-4

First of all, then, | urge that entreaties and
prayers, petitions andhanksgivings, be made
on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are
in authority, in order that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and
dignity. This is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.

The Apostle Paul urges Timothy to pray

evangelistically, not only for all men but specifically for
Okings and all who are i
OFirst of pamkaloyn protbme¢he Grék. o r

Parakalois a compound word comprised of the
prepositionparaand the verlkaleoParame ans 0 f
come al ongaemead swit Pegeat h
paraka i s an emphatic verb
alongside. 6 Paul hei gditen
al | protonto indicate its priorityp(otois used to
signify first in priority versus sequendr).other
words Paul wanted Timothy to join him in praying
evanghsticallyfor kingsand those in authorityhis

was not an aftertiiog h t i mind.FCangdrndfar
political leaders was an emphdss tan throughout

his ministry and was born in his Damascus Road
conversion experience.

B. ACTS 9:15
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But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a
chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name

fore th nitil kin nd th ns of
before theGentiles aid kings and the sons o ¢ THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH, THE TREASURER OF CANDICE, THE

Israelo
QUEEN OF ETHIOPIA (8:27)
From the inception of Pag 'coﬁN§L|us‘fH€‘cENfumor€‘AQ\MLITAR‘( 1BaBER 0#162) MeR T
to Anania Jesusd surrogate megggnger t Paul , hen
known as Saul, in this pass#gm) Paul would be His
ochosen i nst r[disheame beféerehee o b BLASTOS, THE KING’S CHAMBERLAIN (12:20)

Gentiles and&ingsandt he s onsKingdwelesr ael . 0
one of the thre@peoplegroups God called Paul to @ SERGIUS PAULUS, A ROMAN PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR (13:7)

evangelize. ¢& THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER (16:27)

There were many cities in the Romans Empire that had

not heard the gospel. How diduPdecide where he @ DIONYSIUS, THE AREOPAGATE JUDGE (17:34)

would next traveP Certainly there were many factors .. &, PUBLIUS, THE GOVERNOR OF MALTA (28:7)

he considered, but one of those was the presence of

political leaders. Thus, the vast majority of cities Paul

chose to visit stemmed from his Acts 9:15 calling; thejt is insightful to notehat Luke is writing Acts for

were capital citieNote the following in this regard Theophilugcf. Acts 1:1) | n t hat he <ceé
excellentdé a title used
23:26; 24:3; 26:25), itgaite possiblehat Luke is

@ PAPHOS WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF CYPRESS writing this accounas well as the gospélLuke (cf.

Luke 1:3) for the purpose of persuading a

& PERGA WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF PAMPHILIA L N
‘ gowernmental leadeo come to faith in Christhis

@ PISIDIA ANTIOCH WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF SO. GALATIA would explain whyver onehalf of the individual
i conversion accountgcordedin the book of Acts
& ICONIUM WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF LYCONIA involve politically e | at e d people.

could be either to relate to Theophilus that other
govenmental leaders have come to Christ, or to
@ ATHENS WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF MODERN GREECE illustrate the fulfill men
not both.

@ THESSALONICA WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF MACEDONIA

@ CORINTH WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF ACHAIA

Paubs Act s 9:15 <calling g
desired to visit Romand even travel as far as Spain
(cf. Rom. 15:234).In Acts 23:11 th Lord revealetb

He ministered to Jews and Gentiles, bstifhportant ~ Paulthat hemust testify of Him in Rome.
to not ovgrlo_ok that in this passd@s_wl was alsmalled Take courage; for as you have solemnly
to bea missionary to evangelize kings. witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you
must witness at Rome also.
C. THE BOOK OF ACTS

@ EPHESUS WAS THE CAPITAL CITY OF PROCONSULAR ASIA

The Apostle longed to fellowship with the church in
In that regard, of the thirteen individual conversions Rome (cf. Romans 1:10), but he had at least one
recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts, seven are other reason for making the voyage: evang&hssns
politicallyrelated peopleThis emphasis of reaching evident fromActs 27:23vherethe Lord adds thaaul
governing leaders igividly illustrated in ¢h 28 Omust stand bTeeretore,e ot @fa e s
chapter narrative Note the common vocation obedience to his calling, Paals compelle takethe
amongst the following conversions: gospel to Caesétistory evidences that Caesar did not
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get saved, but Philippians 4:22 indicates that Paul halde Trbulation will have a ministry to unbelieving kings.
been used by God in a powerful way The ministry of reaching political leaders runs prominen
t hroughout al |l of Script
servants I n Psalm 119: 46
testimonies before Kings and shallnob e a s ha m

All the saints greet you, especially those of
Caesars household.

Paul was a magoverned by the vivid memory of his
conversion Therefore, it is reasonableassumehis

mission to Spaisomehowalignedwith his callingas . : .
well, and it didSpain was a mineridh colony on the The proposition that today there exists a missing

westernmost extent of the Rire. It had a population tmhzn(igi[l% J\znmocéer:dr]r! Ssé?nzigﬁga?ergsggt?srt]ratﬁ_?‘;;c:
of Jews and Gentileg,h o  hheatdtlie gospel. ng €p L -
passages indicate an historic thread of emphasis near

Did Spain have a contingency of political leaders? Yege heart of God that is woefully underemphasized ir
The orator Quintilian the writer Marél and the t odayés Christian Missi ol

statesman Senewsided there. The Roman emperors

Trajan and Hadrian veebornthere as well. According A. THE MINISTRY OF OLD TESTAMENT ISRAEL

to Cement of Rome (writing in A.D. 9%wul reached

Spain and o0gave his test GaodpronisecbAbrialam he woudideoner dayl receive lan

The Apostldabored to reach political leaders with the have n_umerpus descendants, and be blessed by God
Genesis 12:3). Four centure passed as

gospel. His deep concern for their salvatiemhaps descendants grew from one family into 12 tribes an
explainswhy hegave such an emphatic mandate tof. Iy i h grev | L The L ):j led th f
Timothy inthe previously cited passadgeniibthy 2:1 inally into the nation Israel. The Lord called t em outo
4). To recapPaul instructed Timothy to pray for the the world to be (BHI s 0 (I)I wn
sal vati on of Romeds polprfl'e(?' IISOI 3 dF aefh }%0 I)lyEtHn§fab§d%q
principle aplies for all believersoday Christian Israel wagalled to proclaim the excellencies of God 1o
legisltors should desire to see their fellow politic:ad"’lII the surrounding nations.
leaders come to know Christ. God intended for His people to become a light to the
Gentile nations in a general sense; and more specifica
He expected His people to be a light to the leaders ¢

Il EXEMPLIFYING THE MANDATE

FROM GENESIS TO REVELATION, GOD'S those nations
PEOPLE PURSUED AN EVANGELISTIC And nations will come to your light, and kings
MINISTRY TO POLITICAL LEADERS IN FOREIGN to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 60.3).
NATIONS.

Isaiah 494 along with 62:2 suggest the same type of
ministry. The Lord expected Gentile leaders to take
This consumingevangelistic zeal encompas8emi u | Onptice of Israel. Yet, the only way this woulpbea is if

life after his Damascuso&l conversion. The same |srael pursued some form of evangelistic ministry tc
emphasis exigisroughoutn Scripture. t hem. However, in an over

Il EXPANDING THE MANDATE

ISRAEL FAILED IN HER MINISTRY TO THE
In the Old Testament, Israel was meant to be a beacon of FOREIGN NATIONS AND THEIR LEADERS

Yahweh&s glory shining forffeyietyord résralidhg pok@t i o
was even meant to testify of Godthe political leaders PROVIDE SEVERAL EXAMPLES WHERE
in Gentile nations. Jesus exemplifies thisdidained GOD'S PEOPLE ACTUALLY OBEYED

pattern in the New Testament, and the Apostles Paul and
Peter embody it as well in their respective ministries.
Even after the end of the Church Age, believers during
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First, consider the Que eAccoodinglyHe sdntaHisdisciplessauttwithdaucharge
of Solomon (cf. 1 Kings 189). The queen had traveledevangelize political leaders.
a distance of 1,400 miles to see the city of Jerusalem in all
her splendor and did not leave disappointed. 1 Kings C. THE MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLES
10: 5 says that as a result of the visit oOthere wa
breath in her.6 The qu#®Sea cregeenrdo ®vteer wahaus meitpalatgt d
proceeded to praise the Lord (cf. 1 Kings 10:9). Luinversions in the book of Acts as mentioned last weel
11:31 infers that during this time, she was convertBaul sought to minister to Caesar and his household |
Sol omonds testi mordgompelimg \is#ingReme.sAndin nagnym gpuys daghion, He desire
as he evangelized this foreign leader. to visit Spain to preach the gospel to fsadksiding

. there (cf. Rom. 15:234 ) . Therefore |
Second, when 50'0”?0” f'F"Shed the_tgmple, he gg¥eent charge to Timothy (1 Timothy-£2yland Titus
thanks to God. During his thanksgiving prayer higjys 3:1) act to underscore the importance of carryin
reminded Israel tha}t the Lord blessed them for #&th this mandate today in ﬂE Church Age. Paul
purpose, ©0so that all thg.hegb h& the Sy Abolefbedid ighjsam

am

that the LORD is God; tR&dH 1o MinisfeP to kiRds: FeterS ad th

8:60). The temple itself even included a court for t §pirations, albeit evidenced not quite as directly.

Gentiles to worship Yahweh in keeping with the purpose _ _ _
of proclaiming God to the nations. As the nations sdv 1 Peter 2:12, Peter exhorted his audience to liv

| srael 8s | ight, the hopexempagy livehamengst thee Gentilgsofar jore PWROSH

afar, led by their kings, to worsttip God of Israel. that they maytbagl dayfpf Ge

Petrine language is his way of saying that he desired tl

And your gates will be open continually, They they be saved, to see Gentiles come to know Christ. I

will not be closed day or night, So thaten knew that poor conduct in the church would lead to a
may bring to you the wealth of the nations, poor testimony in the community and stand in the way.

?/é{g]?e/rklngs led in processior(isaiah Verses 13 and 14 expand upon this idea with respect

political leaders. Simply and summarily stated, evangeli

to Gentile kinz%s and governors will onl~y be effective tc

Godo6s desire was fratonslasdr geeqbqrelPat befiefers AumBly Sismit {o thém and th
their political leaders. This is further illustrated by tf}ivs they enact.

prophetic ministry of Jonah. Though a reluctant Jewis

minister, Jonah eventually (In a reabdut Way) went to D. THE MINISTRY OF TRIBULATION SAINTS

the Gentile city of Nineveh and called upon them to

repent of their wiedness. Many listened, and soopuring the Olivet Discourse in Mark 13, Jesus taught ol
Jonah had the opportunity to call the king to repentanggents that would unfold during the tribulation. Wars
He, too, listened and then ordered the entire C|ty \K@Uld erupt’ natural disasters would occur, anc
follow suit (cf. Jonah 39. persecution would be comn

Israel had a great calling to reach the nations of the witRfk 13:7).

wi t h Y ahwedladisportaht aspect of that was

to reach the leaders of those Gentile nations.
IT IS INTERESTING THAT AMONGST THE

B. THE MINISTRY OF JESUS AND THE DISCIPLES LIMITED DETAILS JESUS PROVIDED

REGARDING THE TRIBULATION, HE MADE

In addition to the previouseen mission illustrated by

Paul and the Old Testament nation of Israel, when Jesus

commissioned Hiswelve disciples, He told them they

would be Obrought before governors and kings for

sake as a testi mony t o t hemeéeo (Matthew 10:18).



