
 

 

    

The following three portions of the New Testament 
provide the best initial understanding of this 
missiological emphasis of reaching leaders for Christ 
that surface throughout the Word of God. 

 

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and 
prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made 
on behalf of all men,  for kings and all who are 
in authority, in order that we may lead a 
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 
dignity. This is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 

The Apostle Paul urges Timothy to pray 
evangelistically, not only for all men but specifically for 
òkings and all who are in authority.ó Verse 1 begins, 
òFirst of all, then,ó or parakalo oun proton in the Greek. 
Parakalo is a compound word comprised of the 
preposition para and the verb kaleo. Para means òto 
come alongsideó while kaleo means òto call.ó Together, 
parakalo is an emphatic verb that means òto call 
alongside.ó Paul heightens this command with òfirst of 
all,ó or proton, to indicate its priority (proton is used to 
signify first in priority versus sequence). In other 
words, Paul wanted Timothy to join him in praying 
evangelistically for kings and those in authority. This 
was not an afterthought in Paulõs mind. Concern for 
political leaders was an emphasis that ran throughout 
his ministry and was born in his Damascus Road 
conversion experience. 

 



 

  

 

 

But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a 
chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of 
Israeló 

 
From the inception of Paulõs calling, the Lord revealed 
to Ananias (Jesusõ surrogate messenger to Paul, then 
known as Saul, in this passage) that Paul would be His 
òchosen instrument é to bear [His] name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.ó Kings were 
one of the three òpeople-groupsó God called Paul to 
evangelize.  

There were many cities in the Romans Empire that had 
not heard the gospel. How did Paul decide where he 
would next travel? Certainly there were many factors 
he considered, but one of those was the presence of 
political leaders. Thus, the vast majority of cities Paul 
chose to visit stemmed from his Acts 9:15 calling; they 
were capital cities. Note the following in this regard: 
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He ministered to Jews and Gentiles, but it is important 
to not overlook that in this passage Paul was also called 
to be a missionary to evangelize kings.   

 

In that regard, of the thirteen individual conversions 
recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts, seven are 
politically-related people. This emphasis of reaching 
governing leaders is vividly illustrated in the 28 
chapter narrative. Note the common vocation 
amongst the following conversions: 
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It is insightful to note that Luke is writing Acts for 

Theophilus (cf. Acts 1:1). In that he calls him òmost 

excellentó a title used to address governors (cf. Acts 

23:26; 24:3; 26:25), it is quite possible that Luke is 

writing this account, as well as the gospel of Luke (cf. 

Luke 1:3) for the purpose of persuading a 

governmental leader to come to faith in Christ. This 

would explain why over one-half of the individual 

conversion accounts recorded in the book of Acts 

involve politically-related people. Lukeõs purpose 

could be either to relate to Theophilus that other 

governmental leaders have come to Christ, or to 

illustrate the fulfillment of Paulõs call in Acts 9:15, if 

not both. 

Paulõs Acts 9:15 calling gives insight as to why he 
desired to visit Rome, and even travel as far as Spain 
(cf. Rom. 15:23-24). In Acts 23:11 the Lord revealed to 
Paul that he must testify of Him in Rome.  

Take courage; for as you have solemnly 
witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you 
must witness at Rome also. 

The Apostle longed to fellowship with the church in 
Rome (cf. Romans 1:10-12), but he had at least one 
other reason for making the voyage: evangelism. This is 
evident from Acts 27:23 where the Lord adds that Paul 
òmust stand before Caesar.ó Therefore, out of 
obedience to his calling, Paul was compelled to take the 
gospel to Caesar. History evidences that Caesar did not 



 

  

 

 

get saved, but Philippians 4:22 indicates that Paul had 
been used by God in a powerful way: 

All the saints greet you, especially those of 
Caesar's household. 

Paul was a man governed by the vivid memory of his 
conversion. Therefore, it is reasonable to assume his 
mission to Spain somehow aligned with his calling as 
well, and it did. Spain was a mineral-rich colony on the 
westernmost extent of the Empire. It had a population 
of Jews and Gentiles, who hadnõt heard the gospel.  

Did Spain have a contingency of political leaders? Yes. 
The orator Quintilian, the writer Martial and the 
statesman Seneca resided there. The Roman emperors 
Trajan and Hadrian were born there as well. According 
to Clement of Rome (writing in A.D. 95) Paul reached 
Spain and ògave his testimony before the rulers.ó 

The Apostle labored to reach political leaders with the 
gospel. His deep concern for their salvation perhaps 
explains why he gave such an emphatic mandate to 
Timothy in the previously cited passage (1Timothy 2:1-
4). To recap, Paul instructed Timothy to pray for the 
salvation of Romeõs political leaders. The same 
principle applies for all believers today. Christian 
legislators should desire to see their fellow political 
leaders come to know Christ.   

 

 

This consuming evangelistic zeal encompassed Paulõs 
life after his Damascus Road conversion. The same 
emphasis exists throughout in Scripture. 

In the Old Testament, Israel was meant to be a beacon of 
Yahwehõs glory shining forth unto all the nations. She 
was even meant to testify of God to the political leaders 
in Gentile nations. Jesus exemplifies this God-ordained 
pattern in the New Testament, and the Apostles Paul and 
Peter embody it as well in their respective ministries. 
Even after the end of the Church Age, believers during 

the Tribulation will have a ministry to unbelieving kings. 
The ministry of reaching political leaders runs prominent 
throughout all of Scripture. States one of Godõs choice 
servants in Psalm 119:46, òI will also speak of your 
testimonies before Kings and shall not be ashamed.ó 

The proposition that today there exists a missing 

mandate in modern missions can be demonstrated from 

the following epochs of biblical revelation. These 

passages indicate an historic thread of emphasis near to 

the heart of God that is woefully underemphasized in 

todayõs Christian Missiology. 

 

God promised Abraham he would one day receive land, 
have numerous descendants, and be blessed by God (cf. 
Genesis 12:1-3). Four centuries passed as Abrahamõs 
descendants grew from one family into 12 tribes and 
finally into the nation Israel. The Lord called them out of 
the world to be His òown possession,ó òa kingdom of 
priests and a holy nationó (Exodus 19:5-6). Extrinsically, 
Israel was called to proclaim the excellencies of God to 
all the surrounding nations.  

God intended for His people to become a light to the 
Gentile nations in a general sense; and more specifically, 
He expected His people to be a light to the leaders of 
those nations.  

And nations will come to your light, and kings 
to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 60:3). 

Isaiah 49:6-7 along with 62:1-2 suggest the same type of 
ministry. The Lord expected Gentile leaders to take 
notice of Israel. Yet, the only way this would happen is if 
Israel pursued some form of evangelistic ministry to 
them. However, in an overall historical senseé 

 

 



 

  

 

 

First, consider the Queen of Shebaõs visit during the reign 
of Solomon (cf. 1 Kings 10:1-9). The queen had traveled 
a distance of 1,400 miles to see the city of Jerusalem in all 
her splendor and did not leave disappointed. 1 Kings 
10:5 says that as a result of the visit òthere was no more 
breath in her.ó The queen was overwhelmed and 
proceeded to praise the Lord (cf. 1 Kings 10:9). Luke 
11:31 infers that during this time, she was converted. 
Solomonõs testimony (up to this time) proved compelling 
as he evangelized this foreign leader.  

Second, when Solomon finished the temple, he gave 
thanks to God. During his thanksgiving prayer he 
reminded Israel that the Lord blessed them for a 
purpose, òso that all the peoples of the earth may know 
that the LORD is God; there is no one elseó (1 Kings 
8:60). The temple itself even included a court for the 
Gentiles to worship Yahweh in keeping with the purpose 
of proclaiming God to the nations. As the nations saw 
Israelõs light, the hope was that they would come from 
afar, led by their kings, to worship the God of Israel.  

And your gates will be open continually; They 
will not be closed day or night, So that men 
may bring to you the wealth of the nations, 
With their kings led in procession (Isaiah 
60:11).  

 
Godõs desire was for Israel was to evangelize nations and 
their political leaders. This is further illustrated by the 
prophetic ministry of Jonah. Though a reluctant Jewish 
minister, Jonah eventually (in a round-about way) went to 
the Gentile city of Nineveh and called upon them to 
repent of their wickedness. Many listened, and soon 
Jonah had the opportunity to call the king to repentance. 
He, too, listened and then ordered the entire city to 
follow suit (cf. Jonah 3:3-9). 

Israel had a great calling to reach the nations of the world 
with Yahwehõs glory and an important aspect of that was 
to reach the leaders of those Gentile nations.  

 

In addition to the previously-seen mission illustrated by 
Paul and the Old Testament nation of Israel, when Jesus 
commissioned His twelve disciples, He told them they 
would be òbrought before governors and kings for [His] 
sake as a testimony to theméó (Matthew 10:18).  

Accordingly He sent His disciples out with a charge to 
evangelize political leaders. 

 

As a crescendo to the various politically-related 
conversions in the book of Acts as mentioned last week, 
Paul sought to minister to Caesar and his household by 
visiting Rome. And in magnum opus fashion, He desired 
to visit Spain to preach the gospel to leaders residing 
there (cf. Rom. 15:23-24). Therefore Paulõs subsequent 
patent charge to Timothy (1 Timothy 2:1-4) and Titus 
(Titus 3:1) act to underscore the importance of carrying 
forth this mandate today in the Church Age. Paul 
however was not the only Apostle embedded with a 
passion to minister to kings; Peter had the same 
aspirations, albeit evidenced not quite as directly. 

In 1 Peter 2:12, Peter exhorted his audience to live 
exemplary lives amongst the Gentiles for one purpose: 
that they may òglorify God in the day of visitation.ó This 
Petrine language is his way of saying that he desired that 
they be saved, to see Gentiles come to know Christ. He 
knew that poor conduct in the church would lead to a 
poor testimony in the community and stand in the way.  

Verses 13 and 14 expand upon this idea with respect to 
political leaders. Simply and summarily stated, evangelism 
to Gentile kings and governors will only be effective to 
the degree that believers humbly submit to them and the 
laws they enact.  

 

During the Olivet Discourse in Mark 13, Jesus taught on 
events that would unfold during the tribulation. Wars 
would erupt, natural disasters would occur, and 
persecution would be common for Christõs followers (cf. 
Mark 13:7-9).  

 

 


