
 

 

    

Good public policy depends on wise counsel. Along with 
the pillars of wisdom (wisdom being the skill at living life 
for Godõs glory), the fear of the Lord, the pursuit of His 
knowledge, and the understanding of His precepts, is the 
additional towering need for continual counsel. Every 
government leader, support staff member and lobbyist 
should surround him or herself with wise counselors; 

everyone needs confidants. A confidant is someone 
another implicitly trusts. A confidant is someone one 

listens to, a person who cares and protects at all times. 
Accordingly, whom one chooses as such is an important 

matter. Notice first however that some individuals 
possess none, being self-absorbed:  

Insolence zadon in Hebrew is a word we do not often 
use today. It means òarrogance,ó òto exaggerate oneõs 
own worth or importance.ó It is used here to negatively 
contrast one who receives counsel, those who possess 
trusted confidants. An insolent person is characterized by 
self-centeredness, someone who looks at life through his 
or her own limited knowledge and perspective. Pride 
fools this person into thinking outside counsel is 
unnecessary. The fruit of such, states this Proverb, is 
strife. It is not a sign of weakness to ask others about a 
matter. Quite to the contrary the Bible says too seek 
counsel is a sign of personal strength and character. King 
Solomon, the wisest man to ever live (1 Kings 3:12), 
believed in seeking counsel. Notice how he hits the nail 
on the head regarding those who reject counselé 

Again, selfishness is manifest in decision making by a 
refusal to seek the counsel of others. Two heads are 
better than one. Furthermore, the larger the decision, the 
greater should be the counsel. Solomon states, 

In summary of the introductioné 
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That last stanza infers a key to the matter of counsel: 
gaining proper counsel, having the right confidants. 
Beloved, itõs all too easy to lack wisdom in selecting from 
whom you will gain counsel. There are many foolish 
counselors. How do you choose good confidants? Who 
should compose your inner circle of friends?  Proverbs 
speaks about this. 

There are at least six ways to receive good counsel, ways 
that should be a regular part of the wise personõs life. 
They are: 

The wisdom of Godõs ways via His Word (the Bible) is 
personified in Proverbs, chapter 1. Notice the association 
of the Word of God (herein personified as a literary 
device of Solomon) to this weekõs study on counsel: 

Those in the Capitol who continue to reject Christ, I beg 
you to come to the Savior today. Donõt neglect His 
counsel any longer. Cease spurning His reproof of your 
life. Accept Him and follow His loving precepts! 

Notice what these passages teach. Unbelievers who mock 
and disdain Godõs counsel become increasingly satiated 
with their own devices. Consequently, and most 
assuredly, a personõs life apart from Christ will not 
morally improve over time; nor will it remain morally 
similar. The unbeliever will grow increasingly hostile 
toward Christ and will continue to reject Godõs reproof 
the longer they wait. If you are a mocker, please realize 
that Godõs counsel might never be closer to you than it is 
today. 

To the contrary, for the believer, Godõs Word is the 
preeminent counselor, and it should become all the more 
so as spiritual maturity occurs. States 6:23 in this regard, 

Godõs Word lights oneõs path; it shows the way. What 
follows is an amazingly powerful Proverb explaining the 
supremacy of Godõs counsel via His Word in comparison 
to any other form of input. One commentator on 
Proverbs has appropriately stated of the upcoming 
passage, òThe decrees and counsels of God are firm and 
adamant; immoveable; notwithstanding all human 
machinations, [His decrees] are no more to be stayed 
than the course of the sun.ó In essence then, all counsel 
that departs from God and His Word at any point, or 
omits the whole counsel of God (cf. Acts 20:27) on a 
matter, is foolish to receive. (Beware of the eisogetes who 
parachute in with scriptural passages ripped from context 
that seemingly state just the opposite of what God 
intends). Note this Proverb carefully: 

Singularly preeminent is His counsel above all else. No 
future poll, scientific discovery or social experiment will 
ever trump what Godõs Word now instructs is right.  

 

Positions determined and based in and on the principles 
of His Holy Writ are everlasting and unwavering. The 
Word should be your confidant. 

A wise counselor is a God-fearing man or woman who 
knows and lives out the Scripture. No other 
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presuppositional sources for counseling prove adequate. 
Surveys and psychology pale in comparison to the 
wisdom of a godly counselor who bases his or her advice 
on a thorough knowledge and understanding of scriptural 
precepts. òAll Scripture is inspired by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, 
equipped for every good work,ó states 2 Timothy 3:16 & 
17. This passage, along with many others, depicts the 
sufficiency and supremacy of scriptural authority as the 
basis for all worthwhile counseling. Conversely, it is 
foolish to receive advice from ungodly individuals who 
depend not on His Book. Give pause to your selection in 
human counselors. The following Proverb is reinforcing: 

In Proverbs a fool is set in contrast to one who has a 
reverence and healthy fear of God (cf. 1:7; 14:1). In other 
words, if you hang with the ungodly and gain counsel 
from them you will suffer harm. For instance, if one 
chooses confidants known to break Godõs or 
Governmentõs laws, such attitudes and action will 
eventually affect their counsel. Diplomatically and 
expediently rid ones self of disloyal, insubordinate law-
breaking advisors. 

The fool believes his or her own mind is the actual 
source of truth. òIõm sure whatever Iõm thinking is 
correct,ó he ponders with pride. In a secular sense, this 
person worships on the alter of Humanistic Rationalism. 
In a òspiritualó sense, this person worships at the alter of 
Neo-Orthodoxy. For the fool, truth stems not from 
objective scriptural exegesis, but from subjective personal 
conjuring. Be careful from whom you receive counsel, 
even from those who are perceived to be godly. Have an 
active mind that is trained in relationship to the 
command of 2 Corinthians 10:5: òWe are destroying 
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ.ó Consistently sort 
through the ideological forts of peopleõs counsel and 
ascertain what is scriptural. The world is full of false 
thoughts, ideas, speculations, reasoning, philosophies and 
false religions which run antithetical to God. Do not be 
fooled by bad advice. Your confidants should be godly 
people who are reliant upon and steeped in Godõs Word. 

 

òWalk with the wise and you will be wise.ó Whereas òBad 

company corrupts good morals.ó 

Generally speaking, oneõs parents are a wonderful source 
of counsel. There are, however, exceptions to this rule. In 
Ephesians 6:2, Paul writes, òHonor your father and 
mother, which is the first commandment with a promiseó 
(cf. Exodus 20:12). While this does not suggest listening 
to all of the counsel a parent provides, it does command 
that one possess an attitude of honor toward their 
parents throughout life, without respect to a parentõs 
behavior. Unconditional honor preserves the unity of the 
family, an institution ordained by God. States Solomon in 
his fatherly role to Rehoboam regarding parental 
influence,  

The repetitive mention of they in this Proverb relates to 
the commands of Rehoboamõs father and mother (cf. 
6:20). Parents know their children best and have the 
accumulative advantage of knowing their strengths and 
weaknesses, thereby potentially providing the best 
perceptions and accordant human counsel. In addition, 
keep in mind that they have lived life much longer, and 
can often provide excellent perspectives. States dad to 
son with this biblical truth in mind,  


