CAPITOL MINISTRIES

TO: LEGISLATORS

For some years now, my weekly Bible
studies have gone out to thousands of state
legislators throughout our country. I am
commiitted to sending these out each and every
week of the year. That means I will send them
electronically to your address even when you are
in your district office back home (should of
course you desire this). It is a good stimulus for
continued growth and maturity in Christ. This
week while you are on Memorial Day break, I am
reissuing a refreshed study that I wrote in years
past, when, over a three-year period I organized
all 915 Proverbs of the OT into 90 exhaustive
topics, extensively outlining each. This study is
one of those, everything Proverbs mentions about
choosing counselors in one’s life. What follows is
all that Solomon taught Rehoboam, his son,
about this subject in preparation for him to
become the next governing leader of Israel.
Solomon bas much to say about a political leader
selecting confidants. I think you will find the
study interesting as you ponder and meditate on
it during your week in the district.

Lastly, I look forward to seeing you (and
your spouse if in town) in the Capitol Family
Room on June 8 after last votes for dinner and
Members Bible Study. I will be presenting a
different study that evening which I think you
will find challenging and very belpful. See you
then!
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matter. Notice first however thasome individuals
possess nonbkeing setabsorbed:

13:10 Through insolence comes nothing
but strife, but wisdom is with those who
receive counsel.

Insolence zadornn Hebrewis a word we do not often
uset oday. 't emeadsobar eag:i
own worth or importancglt is used here toegatively
contrastone who receive counsel, those whpossess
trusted confidants. An insolent person is characterized t
selfcenteredness, someone who looks at life through h
or ha own limited knowledge and perspective. Pride
fools this person into thinkingutside counselis
unnecessary. The fruit of such, states this Proverb,
strife. It is not a sign of weakness to ask others about
matter. Quite to the contrary the Biblesstyo seek
counsels a sign of personal strength and character. Kin
Solomon, the wisest man to ever live (1 Kings 3:12
believed in seeking counsel. Notice hewits the nail
on the head regarding tho

18:1 He who separates bimself seeks bis
own desire; bhe quarrels against all
sound wisdom.

12:15 The way of a fool is right in bis
own eyes, but a wise man is he who
listens to counsel.

Again, selfishness is manifest in decision making by
refusal to seek theounsel of others. Two heads are

better than one. Furthermore, the larger the decision, th
greater should be the counsel. Solomon states,

11:14b and 24:6b ...in the abundance
of counselors there is victory.

Good public policy depends on wise counsel. Along with
the pillars of wisdom (wisdom being the skill at living life
f or @loryg,dhe fear of the Lord, the pursuit of His

knowledge, and the understanding of His precepts, is the

additional towering need for continual counsel. Ever
government leader, support staff member and lobbyist
should surround hinor herself with wise oaselors;
everyone needs confidants. A confidant is someone
another implicithtruss. A confidant is someorane
listers to, a person who carasd protects at all times.
Accordingly, whm onechoose assuchis an important

15:22 Without consultation, plans are
frustrated, but with many counselors
they succeed.

t he i rodu

19:20 & 21 Listen to counsel and accept
discipline, that you may be wise the rest
of your days. Many plans are in a
man's beart, but the counsel of the
LORD will stand.

summary of nt



That last stanzimfers a key to the matter of counsel: 6:23 For the commandment is a lamp
gaining proper counsel, having the right confidants. and the teaching is light; and reproofs

Bel oved, itds all t oo easy fotdiscillimea thawiagoflffan i n s el €
whom you will gain counsel. There are many fooli d6s Word lights onWhas
counselors. How do you choose good confidants? Rows is an amazingly powerfubVrb explaining the

should compose your inner cirdéfriends? Proverbs

i supremac of Godods counse
speaks about this. P y

to any other formof input One commentator on
Proverbs has appropriately stated of the upcoming
passage, 0The decrees and

There are at leasitk ways to receive good counsel, wa amant, immoveable; notwitingling all human

t hat should be a regul a A ic}yngtioTs’h[gi% declreﬁsla arewr]ooé'?gre tﬁghé)j %t?fi

A. SIXVERY GOOD CONFIDANTS

_ course
They are: that departs from God and His Word at any point, or
1. THE CONFIDANT CALLED THE WORD omits the whole counsel of Ggdf. Acts 20:27pn a

matter, is foolish teeceive(Beware of the eisogetes who
The wisdom of Godds way sPargehute inpith scripiyealpassages fipaed fipm gontg
personifiedn Proverbs, chapter 1. Notice the associatifigt seemingly state just the opposite of what Goc
of the Wordof God (herein personified as a literariitend3. Note thisProverbcarefully:

device of Solomot)o t hi s weekds st udy300%herd 8 Wb Sbdom and no

1:25 And you neglected all my counsel understanding and no counsel opposite

and did not want my reproof; to the LORD.
1:30 They would not accept my counsel, Singularly preeminent is His calrsbove all else. No
they spurned all my reproof. future poll, scientific discovery or social experiment wil

evertrump whatG o d 6 s noWmstrdcts is right
1:31 So they shall eat of the fruit of

their own way and be satiated with

their own devices.
. . ) , ) BY SIDING WITH GOD TODAY ON AN
Those in the Capitol who continue to reject Christ, | beg ISSUE ONE WILL NEVER FIND

youtocome to the Savior todayyspPsy®tHe EMBARRASSING HI S
c_ounsel any _Ionger. Cease_ spurning His reproof of your SPOT OF LATER NEEDING TO CHANGE
life. Accept Himand follow His loving precepts! THEIR

Notice what these passages teach. Unbelievers who mock POSITION.

and di s dcaunsebedmdiricieasinggtiated

with their own devices Consequently, and most

assuredly, a personb6s | Pogitons defermingd and basechin abdemitnsiples w
morally improve over timeor will it remainmorally of His Holy Writ areeverlastingand unwaveringThe
similar The unbeliever will grow increasingly hostiWord should be your confidant.

toward Christ and will continuetgrect Godods reproof

the longer they wailf you are a mocker, please realizz THE CONFIDANT CALLED FRIENDS

t hat Go dniightnever beerclsserlto you than it is
today. 1:5 A wise man will bear and increase

in  learning, and _a  man 0 )
To the <contrary, for thehe Bn?iérskaﬁd‘lngrwillG&c?u‘?ré Nprd i
preeminentounselor, and it should become all the more  ,,,,;501.

SO & spiritual maturityccurs States 6:23 in this regard, _ _ _
A wise counselor is a Géehring man or woman who

knows and lives out the Scripture. No other



presuppositional sources for coungetirove adequate.
Surveys and psychology pale in comparison to the
wisdom of a godly counselor who bases his or her advice

on a thorougﬁ knowledge and understanding of scriptural YOUR MIND TO ANYONE WHO CANNOT
pr e c &lpScripture 8 inspired by God and profitable BASE HIS OR HER COUNSEL IN A
for teaching, foreproof, for correction, for training in I
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequauc,

equipped foevery o od wor k, 6 st at e Ti m h 3:16 &
17. This passage, along with many others, depictsoth a% K= wi ?th ¥ he wise an d vy
sufficiency and supremacy of scriptural autharithea company corrupt good morals. o

basis for all worthwhile counseling. Conversely, it is

foolish to receive advice from ungodly individuals who

DO NOT SURRENDER THE CONTROL OF

e e Dok e paUSe 10 Your €0l ne a1 1y speaking, oness
' 9 INTOTCING- 5 counsel. There are, however, exaepto this rulen

13:20 He who walks with wise men will Ephesi ans 6: 2, Paul wr it

be wise, but the companion of fools will mot her, which is the firs

suffer barm. (cf. Exodus 20:12). While this does not suggest listenir

all of the counsel a parent provides, it does comman

In Proverbs dool is set in contrast to one who has & ; )
ﬁﬂ one possess an attitude tbnor toward their

reverence and healthy fear of God (cf. 1:7; 14:1). In o

¥ h . , parent_sthroughouf[_life without respe
}’;'grrgihémyillguﬁngsm;tg:eh;;ﬁoglf?ﬁ St%?]lgec?fugf]il behavior. Unconditionabnor preserves the unity of the

chooses confidants kno \Iﬁﬂlily, an ?Stitu@? O%jé”i‘iﬂed byézé)% ?@tes S(?Jolmon |
Gover nmen suhs attitudesv and action will.h's fatherly roleto Rehoboamregarding parental
eventually affect their counsdiplomatically and Mfiuence

expediently rid ones self of disloyal, insubordinate law

breaking advisors.

The fool believes his or her own mind is the actual

source of truth. Ol dm sure whatever |l dm t hinki i
c o r r lepdnders with priddn a secular sense, thisThe repetitive mention ¢ifiey in this Proverb relates to
person worships on the alter of Humanistic Rationalismh e commands of Rehoboam
Il n a oOospiritual shipssatethealer,of 6:20)i Barepte knewothehildren best anthave the
Neo-Orthodoxy. For the fool, truth stems not from accumulative advantagekobwing theirstrengths rad
objective scriptural exegebist fromsubjective personal weaknessgesthereby potentially providing the best
conjuring.Be careful from whom you receive counsegderceptions and accorddntman counsel. In addition,
even from thoseho areperceivd to be godly. Have an keep in mind that they have lived life much longer, an
active mind thatis trained in relationship to thecan often pvide excellent perspectives. States dad
command of 2 CWe aredestrayiagn son witldthistbiblicabtruth in mind,

speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the

knowledge of God, andie aretaking every thought

captive to the Oobssirithesot e of Christ. o

through he i deol ogi cal forts of peopl eds counsel an
ascertain what is scriptural. The world is full of false

thoughts, ideas, speculations, reasoning, philosophies and

false religions whidalun artithetical to God Do not be

fooled by bad advice. Your confidastteuld be godly

people who are reliant upand steepedi@od 6 s Wor d.



